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| | Coocening he! > 
Vanity of: man, even at his beſt eſtate. 


' Pralani 39. F: $3 NY 


| e's , every man, at bis *t fate, P altogether Das 
in; Selah. | 
D eds 52 Is ufnal ahd uſeful, for. Travellers to Carry a- 
:boutithem Maps or draughtsof the;Countries 
roach which they travel,: We are all pilgrims 
ERS) and frangers here ( but travellers ) 45 all our fa- 
ve a) I - thers were Forasthey were, ſo are we inthis 
AX world, Let me therefore commend. unto, you | 
SE this Pſalm, to carry. along: with: you in your | 
7 boſomesy. to/hayeoften 4n-your.eyes:;-1t is 4 
Bttle nap of thelefſer world, man; :and,.:of the. greater . world, 
whatitis.or can beto.atah. Ti "ry true-perfea.map,,. drawn and 
coloured by.the pen ofthe Royal. propherDavid, a8-his hand 'was 
held and guided by:the Holy: Gholt:5.'Tis-poſſible, that it. may 
Candimy proyer.isrbaritmight Yprove offingalar vſe and benefit 
tous mths world; thatwe loſegot ous: Ways, thas; ve loſe not 
our felves;” 11 'tnas-forrein, countrey !, +> x2Þ 
. Tic rext, 'tis the marfow and quinteſſence, tis the great leſ- 
For: of (n15 Pſalm, ; *tisrhe. ſum of theqhole book of- Ecelbfiaſtes ; "* 
:Ti 5. Davids fonfe and propbefie.of Solowonstwxperiencet, iTis: the 
 Fath r3the Kon giPraphets texty,upon which che ſo1s- 5he: Ring- 
ba Oo ahao made atterwards: ws Sermon or Comment, eee 
| eng 


*excellent piece, the book of Eccleſiaſtes. Here's magnum 31 parus, 
much in alittle, a deſcription oftwo Wordls in two or three Words; 
yea, here's the univerſe, All, asitwere in Nothing, all briefly 


<f * 


_comprehended in this one word Fane. - 


_ *'Tis thought, it was Abſoloms conſpiracy that occaſioned Da- 
vids penning this Pſalm. 'David, beforethis, ( when the houſe of 
Saul was layd inthe duſt. ) thought, that ſurely tis Mountaih was 
ſo ſtrong that it could never be moved, but behold ona ſuddain, 
a viper in his ownboſome, By Abſalom. taat ſecks the death of 
him, thatgave himvlife : and after he haddriver-his father 'from 
his Royall palace and City , conſults to aſſemble together all 7/- 
ral, to whatſoever. place or City wherefoever they- could finde 
him , evento bring'ropes.to that City and to draw it into the ri- _ 
ver untill there ſhuuld not be one ſmialKſtone found'there. 2. Sam. 
1I7.12,13. | 


And, now, the ſweet ſinger of 1/p#et changes his tune to this 
ſad note in the text, Ferily every man, at his moſi-fixed ( or ſetled ) 
eſtate 1 altogerter Fanity,”Selab. y | | 

And, although we ſhould ſuppoſe or grant , as:ſome do, that 
the prophet David uttered theſe words out of his impaticnce, yet 


the words, forthe matter of them, -hold 'forth the'ſame truth with 
many other Scriptures, ſee Fob. 14+ 1. and{16;22. and 34. 20, Ec- 
cles.g. 12. 1. Corinth... 29, 31. PJal. 89.48.and-Pſa.go 1o.:and 
- eſpecially the T1thverſe of this Pſalm; where the ſame prophet 
repeatsthe ſame thing for fubſtance, -that.he doth here ; ſaying a- 
-gain, Surely every man is vanity',, Selah, | | 
And; if Kings and' Princes and great gallants of the world , 
ſhould reply. to'the'prophet ſome what like that of Fefs to the 
Apoſtle Paul, "At3. 26.24.25. David; thou art beſide thy ſelf, 
much affliftion bath made thee:mad:; the Prophet might return, in 
the like manner as the'Apoſtle there did, 7amnor mad moſt noble 
' Princts, bnt fpeak' forth the words of \ truth 2and\ ſobernefie *' Sitely 
man is vanity © ahora of Abi; Abel; Enoſh,; Benons 
are fit names far every/ſonof 'Atdam' Every mas ig vanity high 
rhe together,. Greek and Barbarian, wiſeand-unyriſe; bond 
Further , «every man is'alroperher vanity; ' Every\ man, ' or all 


\ 


man; is alÞvanity; Muwwas a'-nodet and} compendium of the 


_  workdsereation,//ihits/perfettyon and bexury); :forhe' is now'-tod, 


fit iriits60fr dptronunt@oanity ©. Cnmainanmi,: fainhoney: ſubja- 
$6: 3929," : EET cet 


\ 


$ # \ 
En =  # bis be#t eſtate. 
_ cet mutations, corraptioni : cum animatis, alterations, morts : Cum 
fentientibas, latitie, marori : cum: Angelis, inconſtantie, &Cc.1, e. 
Man, like the-inanimate creatures, or thoſe creatures which are 
without life, is ſubject-to change; and corruption ; like animate . 
or living creatures, he is ſubject: to alteration, and death : like 


-. ſenſitive creatures, he is ſubject to-joy, and ſorrow ;_and 1ize 


the Angels , (namely thoſe that left their firſt ſtation, ) he is ſub- 
ject to-inconſtancy, and folly. | 

Laſtly, every man at h# beſt eftate, at his moſt fixed, moſt ſet- 
ledeſtate , when living, when moſt ſively, luſty, healthy, rich, 
honourable, when moſt happy, parmanent, ( for the Hebrew 
5y1 is very diverſly rendred by tranſlators) even, then, is he al- 
together vanity - omni ex parte, Of Juoad omnia, Or mods omni- 
bus, vaniſſinns eſt,” as ſome interpret. Mens lives.are uncertain, 
their afflictions are unſatiable and diſorderly , their enjoyments” 
tranſitory. their beauty, their greatneſs, and glory , all fading 
and'periſhing : ſo vain a thing is man, Oh that he would ccniider 
it, Selah, ; | 
I ſhall take my riſe from thefe words to-ſhew you, 

I. The creatures-vanity, and, ; 
- 2. The Lord of the creatures-vanity : to fhew you your own 
faces, ' your own hearts, your all, in a true glafſe; only have 
patience a while to behold; come and ſee; and.then, oh then, 
gonot away and forget not preſently what manner of men and 
women:ye were. " | | 

In the handling of this text I lay upon-my ſelf no other burden, 
then theſe neceffary things. _ | = 

1. To ſhew you, whatis, or maybeimploed under this word 
Vanity. -7 5 | et 

2, To prove , that every man i&alzogetber Vanity. _ 

3. Todifcover the Original and foundation of this floud of vani- 

ty, whichoverflows the-wholte world. , and from:which not fo- 
much'as eight perſons, 'nay noone perfon fince the fall, was ever 
fave: namely the cauſe of this vanity-upon all fleſh. 

4. To propound and point out to you the way and means. of be- 
ing delivered out of this vanity , ' wherein; mankinde 15 involyed 
and plunged. & 7. I'S "* : | : | x . 


Firſt, of the firſt, what is or may be'implyed in the word s- 
nity, | ; 


—_ 


Eo = =” >: Oe One 1 = <>: 

. 2, Athing is ſaidito be.vainor vanity ,, whichhath but: alittle 

'betng or whictybath not long. a'being : $37) the. word forvanity, 

isuſedto ſignifie a/vaponr ; *and ſa that imEccleſiaſtes:1s*by ſome 

_ tranſlated; ( inftead of Vaniras Vanitatum,' omnia vanitas,:) vapor 

vaporum on:nia vaper :' and what 1 our life , ſaith the"Apottle: 

. Fames, "chaiq."1g. Tris evenavapenr, which appeareth for-a luile 

# rme,..ſoon.yaniſheth-away, Our beingis but a borrowed ; a de-" 

: pendent being ; .and we are but of ſhort contennuance here. inithis. 

- world.” The light. of avr lives; 'atbelt; is- like: the-!ighr of the 

Moon; aborrowed light ; 'or ike the hght,. or blaze of a ficry 

meteor fading and vaniſhing, - which is ſoon out; 6r:extinct.: And 

 thisworthleſneſs and great uncertainty ,' or fleeting» and: vaniſh-. 

; ing eſtate of man in-this world, may ſeem: to. be . particularly 
aimed at bythe Prophetin this Pſalms ant this place, - .-- 

. 21; Athing may beſaid tobe vain,: or:yahity whichis empty or 

void. And here emptizeſs is notoppoſed barely, to.:exrity; andyful- 

neſs;: tut to ſeulidyand ſatisfattion : we ſay: 8 veſſel is: empty, 

although it be full of air ; a-bladder ,- blown ful! of &ind, nay; be 

faid to be empty and-yairy; 'fuch a'vahiry-1s.nids (fncerhe' fall by 

fin,” and before he is raiſed again by grace; he.is an empty veſlc), 

xoid of any:ſolidfatisfying g00d-.he is :an-cartiien' Prether;and an 

empty Pitcher: (indeed, once, the had a lainpinhis pitcher: he 

is 2 bladder, blown-full of winde,: full 'gf vamconceirs and; 1ma- 

ginations and ſo:the.more full, the more empty;-:and the:more 

Vanity. And'as for mans life here, -itis full of trxpuble, void of 

rrue ſatisfathion andbappineſs:n our moſbflourifſhing, and in our 
- beſt eſtate.. ors * ps ;F8 of 4.0% 039914354 17 

-'$. Athing maybe ſaid vain,. whichis unprofitable; and/which 

is notable to help: of little orno value,, or weight:;-that's light 

kf upon the ballance ; . lighter:-then :wanny/18* the utual; Scripture- 

-ptirafe. And truly-to every ſon/of:maniin his-beſt eft#fe may - be 

aid'; azto'BelſhaJzar »/Mene; ene: Tekel;——Thou art weighed, 

"and found zoo light.» Thou art but as the duſt:of the | ballance -com- 

pared withthy Lord and maker ,; -and thonart to him/an.:vhprofi- 

-table fervantwhenthou haſt done thy, beſt + yea thou ;art7a- bro- 

MM then-ſraff; avainthingtobetruftediunto;; Hear what:this'-Pro- 

— paet David ſaith to this'purpOſe, Þ ſal. 62.9. Surely mes! 'ofi.low 

- degree are vanity, and mea of bliob degree are allye': to be laid in 


. 


"She ballance; rthey ape a/rogerher lighter rbenwanity,' > {1 
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a his bet eſtate, | f 
| | as. Sk . 
The fecond thing propounded to be ſhewed is, that every man 
is vanity. And here I ſhall endeavour the diſcovery of this vanity 
four ways. 

1. I ſhall ſhew that man is vanity ſimply and abſolutely conſi- 
deted; without compariſon, without relations. 

2. Thar man is vanity if he be compared with his maker ; his 
age isnothing unto GoJ, his being is notning ; laid in the bal- 
lance, he is altogether lighter then vanity. 

3ly. That man is vanity conſidered relatively ; or, that there is 
vanity in all relations betwixt man and man. 

4ly. That man is vanity cauſally ; that is, thathe is the cauſe 
of the vanity in the inferiour creatures; the cauſe wherefore the 
creature is made ſubject unto vanity-7 intend to inſift more large- 
ly upon the firſt of theſe,and to touch more lightly upon the three 
latter.- y 

1. If we conſider man ſimply and abſolutely; he is a maſſe of 
vanity,ſince the fall : his £ fe,his Operars,his Poſſidere,are all vani- 
ty: man, ſay, in what he :-, what he dorb, what he hath, is va- 

'nity, or temper 'd and mixed with vanity ; And of theſe in order, 

I. There is abundance of vanity in whathe is ; both in the fa- 
culties of his ſoul, and alſo tn the perfections of his body. 

1. I ſhall begin with the faculties of his ſoul, and therein, 

1. With the «nderſtanding, | | 

\ I, There is vanity of vanity, or emptineſſe ; a great want of 
knowledge, inthe knowing part of man; Jn the underſtanding of 
man, little underſtanding of God; in Greece , ye know, the eye 
of the world', and in Athens the eye of Greece , there was an Al- 

\tar to the unknown God; and if the eye of the ſoul be darkneſs, 
how great muſt needsthe darknefle of the ſoul be. And there is 
not only emptineſſe of the knowledge of God, and divine Myſte- 
ries, but likewiſe there's much ignorance of Natures ſecrets: 
The worlds grandees for wiſdome are but like bats and moles, 
very blinde to thediſcernmg the myiteries of nature, 
. 2.,Ag2in, there is in mans underſtanding, the vanity of Muta- 
bility and inconftancy : the fame underſtanding gives a different 
light at diverſe times; It's like a glafle that repreſents things di- 
'verſly., or contrarily, at ſeveral times, we judge of things vari- 
_ oully in health, and in ſickneſſe; in proſperity , and adverſity ; 
"In life, and when we are ready to dye ; before and after we have 
B | 


. enjoyed them, 3. There's 


| The Varnticof.man, 
3. There's the vanity of vanity;in the underſtanding , 5.e. a 
knowledge of vain things more then. of thoſe which can-profit 
us: mendriye a.greattrade of vanity ; their. heads: are. uſually 
like fome pedlars italls, full of toys and trifles and vanities, Our 
underſtandings, before weare again:enlightned.from above, are 
buſicd about ſmallermatters, are;tithing mint.and;cummin ;:.,bur 
the great things of the law are accounted iirange things, are iiran- 
gers, are notknawn there. | | = 
2, There is vanity in the will. | 
I, It wills foliſhly., it wills things not good, not convenient + 
inſtead ofa fiſha'ſtone, inſtead of bread a ſcorpion, poyſon in- 
Read of: food an Phylick. 7f God willundoa. man quickly, he 
lets.him undo himſelf, lets him have his own will. 
_.. 2.;Agaijn, the will wills zzefe&ually. It wills many things con- 
+ trary.to the divine will, and ſo wills in vain; wills and cannot 
-obtain, | | . | 
_ 3. . Further, +it.wills and wills not: it wills mutably ; and that 
is its vanity and-infirmity : We are like menin a feaver , or like 
little children 3. now we. will fave one thing and anon another 
wearenot ſatisfied; we,will we know:not what. 'Our vain wills 
are. blown about with every blaſt of vanity : Yet laſtly7 the will 
ofttimes wills 'wilfully ,. impetuouſly,. violently : 'tis almoſt al- 
ways in motion, [thougha kinde of palſcy,motion which. pro- 
ceeds from its infirmity and vanity. ..;._.. Few 
-. 3». There's vanity.in the affe&:ions,” © 4 
-. I. They are always buſyed,. and ;yet, alway idle; 


| | like chil- 
.dren, playing in the ,market-place,of-the world, . when they 
_ ſhould be labouring in Gods. vineyard : like*>.22 arha ,.;troubled 
about: many things, -but ane thing 15 neceſſary-;Qur..aftetions had 
rather, like the 1ſraelites , be ſcattered'all-up..and down the 
_Egype of the world, to gather {traw.and ftubble , to make -brick 
.to-build Cities for the great Pharach, the devil,” then to follow 
 e Hoſes or Feſus,, towards the heavenly Canaan. 
Again 2, -Thereis in. our affections the vanity. of mutability, 
'they-are conſtantonly.in inconſtancy. ,.. ;; OS: 
\. .<ly,: There's vanity. in. the memory : our. memories, Tike: the 
fiream,,- carry down with them light mattets., but lets gold and 
_filver,, and the more-precious things ſink to th. bottom 5 'tis a 
fieve of vanity, it lets go the good corn, and,xerains the droſs and 
-chaff of yanity ; 'tisa crack'd ciſtern which lets out pure Chryſtal 
"LTH Tz = Wa.cr, 
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| . at his beſþ eſtate. 
water, and retains only mud and dirt. 
5. Laſtly, there's -vanity in the /maginat ion: the fancy is the 


_ Arch limner of vain ſhaddows, and diſquiets it ſelf in-vain : this 


is the houſe and ſhop of vanity , here dwells, and here works 
vMnity night.and day z here many chambers of imagery worſe 
and worſe, are ig every mans fancy before regeneration. 

2, Andthen as there is vanity in the powers of the minde, ſo 


in the perfections of the body. : bodily health, ſtrength, agility 


are not free from vanity : they are vaniſhing , periſhing things ; 
ſoon gone, of thort continuance :. God puts no truſt in the legs 
of a man, neither inthe ſtrength nor ſwiftneſſe of any man ; ſo let 
not us ieantoo much upon theſe pillars; theſe ſtrong men ſhall 
one day bow themſelves, neither ſhailany man reſcue himſelf 
or his brother, from the arreſtof death : 'tis worth our taking 
notice of, that which is obſerved by learned Mr cHede in his 
Diatriba uptn Prov, 21.16, that Hell is ſet out to us, in the 
Old Teſtament, by this expreſſion, rhe place of the Gyants, 

Andas for our health , ( ſet aſide innumerable caſualties and 
the principle of mortality within, ) it hath 300 enemies, viz. ſo 
many diſeaſes, to encounter it z. and our liablenefle to be ſpoyled 
| by theſe is part of our vanity. And thus much for the vanity, of 
man in what he is, the vanity of his nature, 

2, As man is vain in hisnature, ( in the faculties of his ſoul, 
and perfcCtions of his body , ) ſo likewiſe in his operations. 

1, In bis thoughts, thoſe inward works of the ſoul: the ſoul 
i$a mint, and an Exchange of vain thoughts, - Mans heart in 
thinking , runs like a ſwifr Dromedary up and down the world; 
and ſnuffeth up the winde, venzry, every where:: oh- what a 


ſtorchouſe of fooliſh, deceitful , ſinful, and ſo of vain thoughts, 
is every one of our hearts! Oh, how long, how long ſhall vain 


thoughts be minde d by us, be lodged in us, be hid within us, 
and the precious thoughts of God.. and Jeſus Chriſt, ſtand with- 
out and have not where to lay their heads ! | 


2, There's vanity in mens words, and communication :-mens 


wordsare winde, and ſometimes, like breath from corrupt-lungsz 
they are rotren , putrid,, unſavoury words* our mouths are an 
open Sepulcher, whichſends forth a ſtinking. ſavour, we may 
ſay to every natural man, ,of his words; thou ſayeſt, but they: are 
but-vain words vain becapfe-ufcleſſe.; not {5 weficv , nopforuſe 
becauſe not for edification : they are idle words, unprofitable 

B 2 words, 


wo +. 


_ The Vatiity of man : 
words, &yog. g4ud/e,not working words, Gods word is fincere 
milk, profitable for nouriſhment : mans words are like foam and 
froth, vain and unprofitable, for the moſt part ; and ſometimes, 
we ſpit out our venome in one anothers faces whillt we talk toge- 
ther, | 

3. The eAfionsof a man whilſt in his natural condition'fre 
vanity. His natural aQtions, his cating, drinking, ſleeping, '&c, 
are in vain, becauſe not done to the glory of God, His moral 
aQions, his acts of civil juſtice, &c. although they be good for 
the matter of them , yet they are done from a vain principle of 
inordinate ſelf-love, or in a vain manner, and to a wrong end, for 
vain-glory : and therefore cal'd by the father , but—/plendida 
peccata, glittering ſins. And laltly, hisrelsgions actions, his faſt- 
- ing, praying , worſhipping , are mixed with much vanity : 
God may ſay to them, bring no more vain oblgtions ; to what pur- 
poſe #4 the multitude of your ſacrifices and ſerviges ? The very 
Gods of the nations are Idols, are vanity, and lyes, in Scripture 
account; and therefore their religion and worſhip muſt needs be 
falſe and vain. A natural man whether he eats or drinks, or 
whatſoever he does, | may ſay to him , be ſows the wind, and fhall 
reap the 'iyhirl winde ; he conceives vanity and ſhall bring forth a 
lie, ſhall at laſt be diſappointed of his expeGiation : Surely man 
walkgth in a vain ſhew or ſhadow, dum unum imaginatur & cogitar, 
& alind ſurredit ; whileit he delignes one thing, another ſuc- 
ceeds; ſo the next verſe to the text. is expounded, 

And thus much concerning the vanity of mans nature, and- the 
vanity of actions or operations, his vanity in what he is and 
what he does, 

3. Laſtly , there is a vanity alſo in what a man hath ; the 
goods of this world which. he hath in poſſeſſion are alſo vanity. 
The Heathens uſed to ca} theſe outward good things , bona for- 
txna, goods of fortune : they thought them ſubject to change 
and vanity; as unitable as a wheel, up and down ; here now, 
and ſoon paſſed away in a moment, in the twinkling, of an eye. 
Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, all are vanity : great places, great 
palaces, delicious fare,gorgeous attire,a long train of attendants, 
all theſe are vanity , 'and will be found ſo in the uſing. 

1.. Theſe ate vainthings, which cannot profit them that have 
them, as they look to be benefited by them. Riches are thorns, 
which arc wounding, tearing things - they tear off the _ 

| | inſte 


at by beſ effate. 
inſtead of affording ſhelter, many times ; and not only the fleece; 


but skin and fleſh; and our very hearts are. rent and torn away. 


after them. 

2, -Honours., and great places, &c, they are. vanity ; theſe 
things are winde, apt to make men that have them to ſwell above 
their meaſure : hence ſo many quarrels ſor elbow-room in the 
world : the narrow way to heaven is not.broad enough for many 
great ones z they mult be allowed a greater latitude : and the 
great places many have, are not great enough for their ſpirits ; 
and this is vanity, 

3. Andas for pleaſures, they are vain things which periſh in 
the uſing ; ſhort ſweets, and oft, bitter ſweets : all pleaſures 
are but vanity, and ſinful pleaſures are, or one day will prove, 


yexation of ſpirit : Momentaneum eſt quod deleftat, eternum quod ' 


cruciat, What a hell is.it to think , that a moment hath ſwallow- 
cd up that pleaſure which can never return, and if not prevented 
of in time, will inevitably bring.eternal damuation. 

4. All theſe outward good things are.vain, .ther&is no ſatisfy-+ 
ing good in them ; happineſſe is not tobe found in theſe enjoy+ 
ments. Cana man gather grapes of thorns , or figs of thiſtles. ? no 
more can we gather happineſle from.the creatures.. Theſe whilit 
enjoyed, are not the ſouls good things. He was a fool. that thought 
ſo: and this ſaying was his folly z and whereever. the Goſpel 
ſhall be preached, this his vanity and folly ſhall be remembred , 
Luke. 12,the ſoul cannot thrive on theſe husks ; not on the winde, 
like Ephraim or on. the air , like the Chamelion; The heart of the 
wicked which feeds on winde ox air, is little worth, It was. well 
ſaid by a Reverend Divine, that theſe things, they are but half- 

roviſion, proviſion ( namely ) for the body only, and that but 
* this ſtate, for this_life, after .wards.the body will have no 


uſe of them. 


5. Apain, theſe things.they are for uſe rather then enjoyment, . 


even whilit we have them; and the time of our uſing them is but 
ſhort, the time #5 but ſhort, ſaith the Scriptures; God that wheels 
about the heavens, and ſpins out time for thee, ( as js excellently 
expreiſed by a reverend Author , Jere Jong will cut the thread of 
thy time , the thred of thy hife ( which is, for the mot part, ſpun 
out. ina thieJ of vanity) and at laſt will ſet fire on,. and :byrn. the 
wheel it ſelf, yea, timeghall be no more. . And therefore as our 


lite in relation to its comforts, .is vanity, ſo in reſpec} of its con- 


tinuance. 
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tinbancenlſs; 'tis'avapour; a'bubble, a ſhadow; a'tale, a drearhi 
Childhood and youth are 'vanity-and old-age often-proves wvexa- 


tion of ſpirit, En SYER Z 

And ttius'we haveſhewed:yob! hitherto how vain athingis man 
abſolutely conſidered," in whathe is\,( his- natore;' the 'faculges 
of bis ſoul}, and the perfections of his body; ) in what he dv/h, in 
what hebath, or can-have of this world;, ſo vain'a thing is man 


taken abſolutely. 


2. Weare'to conſider him inthe next place conparatively, with 


reſpect to his maker; and ſo the whole maſſe and lump of man- 


kinde, they are lighter'then vahity and 'lefſe then nothing, 
Eſai. 49 17. 216 4:9 92 WET 

- 3 -Nor canthe ſons of men combine tobether,:- by the'r relati- 
ons, to ſecure themſelves.from vanity. Let them joyn hand in 
hand to build a Tower to reach-to the skys, to keep theinſelves 
from being overflown with the deluge of vanity; alas! this their 
attempt and fancy would' prove a vanity of vanities; there's a 
vanity in beihg alone, and there's a vanity in company, fince fin . 
came there: there's diviſion now in our greate{t union, 

The relation betwixt friends hath this vanity of: attending it; 
men will love, ta7iquam ali2uando oſuri ; and the hatred where- 
With they will hate afterwards, ſhall be greater then the love 
where with they loved us. | - | 

In relation 'twixt man and wife , there's vanity ; and, often- 
times, vexation of ſpirit. Yea, in the ſociety and communion 
of Saints, whilit they are in the body , there are diſguits and 
differences; in-judgment firſt, and then inaffeQtion : the ſociety 


© of the Saints, I acknowledge, is New Feruſalem, come down from 
beaver ;\ yet notalway a city : Uanity within it ſAf is the beſt of 


all ſocieties; yet vanity will attend Saints, where-ever tliey go, 
till they are uncloathed of theſe bocyes 3 whilſt they are in the 
body , vanity as a ſhadow waits on them. 
' 4. As man ig: vanity borh conſidered abfolutely, in himſelf, 
and comparatively to hismaker, and alſo relatively conlidered in 
hisſeverallations,' ſo is he all vanity cauſally, that is, he is 
the cauſe or ground of that vanity , which is ſeen in the inferiour 
creatures ; According to that Ger. 3' 17, 18, Curſed is the earih 
for thy fakg, &c: Thorns and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee, 
&c. And the like is implyed, Rom.8. 19, 20, 21,22. But of this 
F ſhall ſay no morein this place; becauſe Thave further occaſion 
| : to 


- '® » 


to.fay more of it-in the third General. ,- + +. . » 
And thus 03v1ng fo far.cxplained the main aim of the text, for 

further, proof and amplification,ot the vanity ,in. man , and the 

creatures vanity.unto.man, take buttheſe 3 following De mon- 
rations.. , | s - 

1. ;Take the Judgement of Go himſelt, Eſai. 40. 195, Hear 

what he ſaittthere of all nations , all nations before him ave as n9- 
thing ,.and they are counted to him lefie then nothing, and vanity, 
yea, the choicelt pieces of the nations are'no better, v. 23. be 
bringeth, the princes to nathing , he maketh the Fudges of the earth. 
a vanity : and ch. 4.1 v.29, Behold they are all vanity, their works 
are nothing. and.ſo are their thoughts, Pſal. 94. 11.v. The Lord 
| knoweth the thoughts of man,. that they are vanity”  _.* _ 
_ 2. Take the Judgrnent of good.men, great men, and Prophets, 
and wife men; of David, and S:lomon. : we have the prophet 
Davids eſtimate, the man after-Gods own heart in the text ; and 
again,v.11, of this Pſalm; anda third time, Pſalm. 62, g, Surely 
wen of law degree are vanity, and men of high degree are alye ; 
they are lighter then vanity. And as for Solomon, neis. a witneſſe 
beyond all exceptign, .one that had power, and wealth, and 
wit., and will, to extract the belt ſpirits and the quinteſſence 
of all the good things in. this world ; and did aQually, make 'ex- 
periment.of all ; witneſlſe his Eccleſraſtes : ond laltly, he weighed 
allin Gods ballance, tried all by Gods: ſtandard, hath: Gods. 
Probatum-eſt to his tryal, and the Holy Ghoſts Wh /o to his. 
book ;.the ſum of all which is briefly comprehended in this ſay- 
ing , vanily of vanities, ſaith the Preacher, all 4 vanity and vex- 
ation of ſpirit, King Solomon was the great critick-Alchymilt of 
the world, who ſpent many, years to diſtil the world, but could. 
not exzract a drop of happinefle but of it,. but ſeas of, vanity, 
boundieffe and bottomlcfle, wherein he had been drowned, had 
not Jeſus Chriit lent him his band ,. had not he walked Off fats. 
ſea, and trod under foot all theſe vanities, and come to Jeſus. his 
Saviour | | | _ = 

3. Study your own experiences, -reade over the book 'of your 


lives,:-that, book ot four. leaves, childhood, youth, manhood, . 


old agg, (.ii, you have lived fo long.) and you'l finde it written 
Winn and without, vanitysf vanities, all #.vanity, You' may 


rvn and reade tt, if God give you grace to open the book'and.. 


look thereon, But if ye ſhould altogether refuſe to reade now, al- 
| though 


4; 


Y > 


| The Yaniiyof man ©& 
though it might ſave your lives, yea, the life of your ſouls, yet 
know there are three days, wherein this truth will ſtare you in 
the fate , and will be like the hand- writing on the wall to Bet. 


Phax}ar ; the former two days aredark days, days of darkneſs 


and gloominefle, ſpoken of by Foel, ch. 2. and by Selomon Eccles. 
12. the day of diſtreſic and miſery, and the day of death; and you'l 
reade that inthe dark , probably, which inthe fun-ſhine of proſ- 
perity you could not, or would not do; and this is your vanity : 
the third and laſt 'day'is a day of thunder aud lightning, the great 
day of Judgement, and then, if you were blinde 'till then, 


C which yetyou fhall not be, ). your eyes ſhall then be opened, - 
ind you fhall'fee the world, yourſelf, your own Condition, all 


-in their proper colours of vanity and vexation' of ſpirit, Let this 
Tuffice to have been ſpoken'of two of the main things *propounded 
to be handled'in the beginning. | tes 

T1 


3. And now ifany ask me; if it be ſo, why is it thos ? The 
rreat husbandman ſowed good corn in his feild, whence then hath 
it fares? , whence hath it vanity? Ianſwer, man may be ſaid to 
be eanity cauſally, in regard of himſelf and alſo of the creature ; 
that is, to be the Author of the vanity in the creatures, and in 
himſelf; Imean, of the ſinfalvanity of man; and of that vanity 

d deceitfulnefle which is in all the creatures, their fruſtrating 
-mans expectations of ſatisfaction and happineſs in them and from 


them, whichdecd they never promiſed him. I may ſay ( to al- 


<c2me vain in his imagination : and it ſufficeth the ſervant thar he | 


e 


F 


1ude to that other Scripture ) why ſeek.ye the living among the dead? 
'whyTeekye happineſſe below ? tt #5 net here it riſen: come to 
'the paradiſe, and ſee the place where once it lay. It was fin 
bred bitterneſle in,our greateſt ſweets , and diſcontent in our 
*greateſ} confentments.' , We drew on yanity , on ours and the 
creatures heads, with.cords of iniquity, Man when he fin'd; be- 


bes his maſter, that thatlikewife be in its kinde ſubject unto 
ne rn SEALER INN 

i tt 5g.rrue, there iga vanity which is not ſinful which was not 
cauſed by.1.1n3 and that is the "vanity of the greater and lefer 


oy world incomp. "riſon to him that'madethem both ; they are ſo to 


hum, vanity and) 2bter then vanity. 
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'  Asfor'the fourtlrand laſt general propoſed, viJ, How we may: 
de freed out of thiz vanity; | refer yon to the cloſe of the applica- 
tion, andſo-I proceed:directly tothe Uſes, | 

. | , Uſes. . 

__ Uſe.1. Bs every man, ai beſt and: moſt flouriſhing. eſtate; 
altogether vanity ? Then, according as it is written, Ferem.g.23.. 
Ler not the wiſe man glory in his wifdome, neitber let the mighty 
man glory mn hi might, Letnot the rich man glory: in his riches ;, 
but rather(as it is*written , and that again and again, 1” Cor: 

1.31, 2 Cor. 10.27.) Let him that glortath, glory in the Lord. 

Eet the poor and mean Chriitian, ( in reſpeCtof parts, and place,, 
and of his portion in the things of this life, ) tet htm glory,.in thar” 
by being a Chriitian, he is ſpiritually exalted': but the wiſe, and: 
noble, and 'mighty and rich: Chriſtian, glory in this, that, by- 
this Scripture, he is made low. this day, and ſet upon the ſame 
level apd | 1 ny withþþis poor brother, Lethim conſider the 
vanity and uncertainty ,. of all worldly enjoyments, andoutward 
excellencies ; it is a text or theam the prophet is commanded to 

preach upon, and that with a ſoud'voice:: Eſa. 40 67. The ſpirit 
ſaid, cry ; and I ſayd,what ſhall Icry# why, all fleſt-s graſs, and the 
gobdlinefie thereof as the, flower of the graſſe , the graſfe withereth , 

. and tbe flower faderh, becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord bloweth upon it. 

And the Apoſtle Fames givgs this reaſon , why rich men thould: 
have low thoughts in their high condition, becauſe, as the flower 

of the graſie, they and their riches ſhall paſſe atyay. Fames, 1. 10. 
You wiſe men, andnoble men, and rich men;.' you ſeem gay 
and glorious flowers, the eyes of men are delighted with ſnoctr 
beautiful objeQs ; but alasat your beit eftate, you-are a'toge- 
ther vanity :, when you ate flowring,, you may. be: netreſt"t$ 
withermg', you may die in your prime and flower, like as Herbs, 
when they beginto ſpring*and flouriſh, preſently wither,” an 
the ffower thereof falleth, andthe grace of the faſhion'of it pe- 

_ riſheth + ſo alſo ſhall the rich man fade away in kis ways, faith 
_ the Scripture, ver, 1.1. of that 1. of F4Tes. 248 Rok 

- Covlditthou by power or policy, get ifito a throne," and &x- 

alt thy throne above the thrones of all the Kings upon the face of 
the whole-carth g coouldit thou proclaint thy ſelf univerſal*Lord 
and' Monarch, and ſend yokes by thine Embaſſadours; to- all the 
Princes'ant States of che world ,- ſhouldeit thou ſay in thy mn 
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Iwill afcend into heaven, T1 wilkexalt my throne above the-ſtars- 


*7 * - 


af Goda willaſcead ebove the beights of he.clouds | wil be 
e the wo! 


lke thewoſthigh::yepthe time will come,, and jt- will-not. be 
long, when this text ſhalt be tike Ra/ſbazrors hand- writing up» 


_ onthe wall, $cheld thouwnre weighed, and art found 100 tight, thou 
art PP ENpon Ar batap cnn 4 Þagefigs Vanity...494. this Kingdom 


\ The Kings and great ones, who ave gone downinta tbe grave | 
befbre thee, may take up this proverb. againſt thee, may ſpeak 

andſay unto thee,. art _ alfo become weak, as we ? art- than ale 
become wanitYfthe watows ? May pomp « brought down +0. the grave; 
.andl the mayſe of thyyiols + Tnitead of thy, golden and. glorious car- 
Pets, and coverings, behold now the worme 5s ſpread wider thee, 
«and the warms:cover thee, How art thou fallen from beaver, 0] .v- 


cifer ſemof the worning ? O.therefore when thou art in proſperity, 


in thy belt eſtate, ſay noty I{hallnever be moved; Do not fing a 
xegbieys to thy Soul, with. the rich fool, ſaying, ſexls takes thine 
g4{e,. tha baft goods -dayd up for manyJtars : 1clt it be. ſaid t6 thee, 
'Thou:foe!, this night ſhall thy ſoul be taken from thee... Say not, with 
Nebnchadnezzar, when thou lookeſt upon thy goodly, bvildings.,. 
Js not:this great Babylonthat Lhave built ayzhe might of my gower, 
and far the bonour of my Mei, ? leſt whilſt the. word be yet'in- 

thy mouth, there fafl a voice from heaven, ſaying, T& mbee-xt 55. 
ho thy kgng dom es pact "00 i LT awelling be 


HÞ Þ eld; and the day Cometh when there ſhall not - 
'ke {ef rome fone npan another, which ſhell not be thrown dawn. Say 
not with Eaſtern Babylon, E/a. 47-7, 8. 1ſhallbe a Ladyfar ever; 


I atv and nonezl[e beſides me, ſhall not {it az awidow, nenber ſhall 


- Tkaory the lofſe of children ;leſt theſe two thingycome te thee.in a me- 
nent, 4n0ne.day, the loſſe of children,. and widewheed : leſt deſola- 


tion come upon. thee ſuddenly which thou: fhalt, not, know. Say 
not, with Weſtern Bakyloxn, that is Rowe, (ſo Auſtin calls her,), 
Tfir a Queen, and am. nomidew, aud ſpall ſeq no ſorrow; Leſt it be 
faid,. Therefore.ſhall thy plagues come in one day ; death and mourning. 
«nd famine, &c." Revel. 18, 7,8. Truſt notinuncergginriches, but 
$8.+be living God. Set before your eyes always the yanity of this. 
world, and of your condition. here , be+ it never fo flouriſhing. 


"Letnot yourthoughts be as their-thoughts are, { 2/al..49. 13. ) 
of whom the Pſalmiſt witneſſeth,. heir naar A be th 


ht 6,;that their 


beaſer ſhall conginue forever, and their #weliing:Places40 All genera- 
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rare © they call thriv landl after rheir own names; They think their f a 


wily und name ſball contimae for ever ; Thus they think, but they are 


but vain thoughts. The Jews have a op by Zh Every King is 
he {on 


the ſon of a bep gar. will everybegg ar is! of a King : Such mo- 
tability and vanity theve is in humane affairs, and in worldly great- 
neſs. 'Tis Gods work to humble high things, and to raiſe low 
things. He.it is who ſets up one, and pulls down another, who 
powrs'contempt upon Princes, and ſtains the pride of all their 
glory - and again, at the ſame time, raiſeih the from the 
dunghill, to ſer him amongſt'the Princes of his pebple. 
' 'Oh then, yepreat men, ye Grandees of the world, ye Noble- 
men,ye rich men, whom God hath,in thefe refpets,'exalted above 
x Brethren,be not bigh-manded,but fear ; Let not your hearts be 
ifted up,t#Judge yourgelves therefore the onlygappy men, and 


=o deſpife dthers : take heed your height make not your brethren. 


below ſeem as dwarfs, as little or as nothing, in your eyes, If the 
Height'you are in ofice make you difſie and giddie (as we ſay )you 
are like to fall preſently ,and lay all your honopr in the duſt' or dirt, 
Donot ye ldolize your ſclves,and let not the world deify you; or 
do'not yedeify your ſelves, and let got the world Idolize you ; 


+ for both theſeare vanity. To make you Gods ( to give you-that 
- honour hich befongs to God ) is to make you Idols z, and to 


make you Idols, is to make you vanities, anTlyes, and nothing, 
it is indeed quite to mar yoy, to undo you. This text, well ftudy- 
ed, would be a good antidote againſt the ſwelling of the poyſon, 
or again{t the tympany of-pride in mighty men, and a good Cor- 
dial againſt the pining-confumption of envy in mean ineny, at the 
proſperity of others. The faſhion, beauty, glory of the world 


. 'paſſeth away : Every man at bis beſt eſtate is altogether vanity, St- 


lab. | | 
And here I ſhall back this leſſon with theſe fgſlowing conſtdera- 


tions, lethiph ang, low, rich and poor, topether Snfider, 


1. That ine1dam, our common-Father we were all moulded 
out ofthe ſame redearth, we grew all from one root', we' ifſued 
all from one fountain - the higher we derive our pedegree, the 


\neerer weareallakin, Weare all lines rogue center ; and 
-the neerer we goto the center, the neerer we are oneto another : 


God made of one blood all nations and familyes to dwell upon the earth, 
Als, 17. 26. All bloud is of one colour, and run$in the like chan- 


' ncls and veſſels, and obſerves the ſame courſe and motion in all 


C2 : men. 


, TJ : 


«g\braver ſhew : .t may be we are arrayed.a1 [c 
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. *men, 'Wehad all one father: ,Ldew; and one maker, God, We 


axe-the ſong and daughters of Adaw, who was the ſon of God. _ 
.. 2. Weall live upen our -fellow-Creatures; We all ſpend 


. 'out. of Godg treaſury, are maintained at his coſt and charges. 


Thoſe who received-and ſpend moſt of -Geds bounty , are like 
greater and larger poor mens boxes - (God of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth-is named, doth of his meer goodneſs, 
feed, and cloath, and harbour-us all, We are, all of us, wholly 
bcholden to him, and live-upon his alms or contribution altoge- 
ther : and themore delicious is our fair, the finer our .apparel., 
tbemore ſtately-opr dwelling ,, the greater our train ; the more 
are weindebted to-his liberality. The whole world-is Gods Hof- 
pital or Almes-houſe ; where the greateſt and.geyelt are indeed 
® 


. 


but his Eleemoſynaryes, his Almes-men. 


-3+:;All-men are alike, for almoſt half-their times, viz. whikti 
bath axe aſleep,only 4t is the ſleep of the-labouring man, ordinari- 
ly, 1s the.ſweeteſt:; here in Neep, as in death., poor and rich 
mect together, and here the ſervant:is free from his maſter. 

&. That greatneſſe is not-alway, not very often, accompanied 
with- goodnalle.> a mgn:may be advanced roworldly honour..and 
.more:geeatneſſe, | but not at all-to be bettered, thereby, - or: tHere- 
with, The ſame-peice-of money without any..real chagge 5nthe 
money, /may by tife ſupreme-power , 'be advanced anF.made-to 


paſſe at ahigher rate:: even fo is hongur, : the rayfing; the rate or 


x#Uue-ofa-man-in the account of the ' world, without" changing 
the many\-in the leaſt; for the better; on the other fide , -poverty 
and outward-meangeſſe, do.not make-men ordinarily the :worſe, 
:Nay., thoſe who by the world are accounted. as. the ſeum, and 
.dung, and filth of the wexld; - even tfey are.Gods Jewels, they 


' arethey of whom the world is not#worthy. It is well ſaid by 


Dr. R. that wigbry menand mean, differ but libs great and- ſmall 
letters , in de ſame volume, great letters take up wore room, makg 
tet ,, and ſo bettcr 
feerr, and more gazed on by vulgar eves:: hut.they put no:more mattor 
or worreh, nno-more.or better ſe as, into the.worgs which they compound, 
.6; the volumes thifitere in. -Great men.make. amore glorious ſhow 
in the volume ofTis world ; but this great book of the Univerſe 
-18.n0t ſubſtantially the better for them. 
--/F- Whilſt we live together here inthis world, there. is .no. xeſ- 


zpett of perſons with.God.: God accepts:no. mens; perſon,, or, ſs» 


erifice 8 


® 
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hs | at bus beſt eſtate. ; 
cyifice, for his greatnefſe: and, in Chriſt Jeſus, 'tis not his be-. 
ing.a mighty man, or mean.tqyan.; rich man, or poor man ; not. 
bound or free,- which avayleth any thing; but the being @, good 
4 Chriſtian, this is it which. is, accepted, of him. All 
true Chriſtians, rich and/poor, are fellow-members of the ſame 
body ; now, as inthe body natural, one member.doth not under- 
value another, becauſe it js not ſet in ſo high a place in the body, 
oris not ſ@ well cloathed.as another.: ſo let Chriſtians of high de- 
gree, not codffemn thern of low degree; andler not Chriſtians of 
low degree,-envy or repine at them. that are exalted :; they that. 
are on high-ſee a laxger field, of vanity, then you that-ſtand qn. a, 
lower ground. x; | | | 
6. Weſhballall dye alike; .no difference in the natural. deaths; 
of men begavſe Princes, or poor-men, mighty or mean. Though, 
ſome ſeem to.have-heads of gold , likewVebychadnezzars Image z. 
yet they all itand but upon feet of clay; we mult lye down in the: 
du together. and who can diſtinguiſh the .Kings, duit from the. 
beggars, We are all excellently well compared to a ſet of coun-. 
ters, which men uſe in caſting of account - the counters are in. 
themſelves all alike, and differ only for a time, according to the. 
place iri which.they are ſet; ſome Rand far pounds , fome for. 
ſhillings ; andiſome for pence ; but in the concluſion all are alike 
jumbled into the:box. or bag together --ſo it ;is in the world, ſome, 
itand in a Migher placeg and, a greater value is ſet on them, for a. 
zime then others; bur at lait, ax death, all ſhall he jumbied a 
like infoithe grave, .Þ[-1.49.. | 
7. When we ſhalb be awakened-out of our ſicep in. the.grave , 
and, gathered-together beiore the judgement ſeat of Chilly this. 
di tinGtion.,, of noHle, ana mgan men tha}l ceaſe. In the Reſnrre=. 
Qion, at.the.Coronation of the King of Rings, the Heraulds.of 
this.world {hall bavye.no place tp rank men according zo. the Gignity: 
. of their bonles and families, In that reſpect, the reſurrcQion-wil 
make us all Peers, and.thoſe that ſhall wait og. him. on that day,. 
he will make al and . for, ever Kings.. On therefore, canſidering. 
that after awhile, all theſe artificial differences of coats and .out- 
ward djtagces of place, ſhall ceaſe ;. let vs .not , for this ſmall 
pittance of time we have to.live-here, Jet vg.not.diſagſe qr,cnvy 
one another, let not the honourable perſon behold. his. infeziovy 
awith a havghty, provd, diſdajafuley&: and Jet, notthe mean man, - 
Jogk,on the noble man, or. great.ingn with ag evil and. envious 
EYE. 
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Wiſdotne'and knowledge; 6xalt hewiſelres too much; and - 
gtory iifteir fearning and wifgonie, as if thefe were'exertiptand: 
ptiviledfed from the routh 'of Vanity, 13t ſuch Snow, thyr the 


_ wiſtomof thewortdis fookfhneſe withGb ; 'atrd-thit King! $0. 


lomon, wiſer theh the wiſeſt riow upon the face'of the clrih, found 
a-vaniry 1m humain knowledge Eccleſ. 1, 18. ? 

-Befides, letttie greateſt Schollar the world _ and know, 
that his lint is ro&/ſhortto fathom the depths of rarure ; that there 
are many things there ; which, as to the comprehenfive knowtedge 
-of them, heavuſt fer them atone Forever, W hert is the wile hin ? 
"where is the diſputer of this world ? where is the profound Phi- 


-.-lofopher ? Give me, if thou cant, a Defmition ef thy dwn ſoul, 


Nay but the definition of a ſiraw uhdtr thy foot, Tell me # thou 
canſt, how the Ren3rn, ah no bigger then a cap, ſtays the 
hip ? How the Load#*fione draws Iron? Why the graſs ivgreen ? 
Give vs a ſatisfaQory reafon;* il you can, why ſome Creatures 
are covered taturally with'hair-cloath, others with rapsof the fi 
neſt wooll, and others walk up and down and fly abroad, 'xs well 
as fleep, in feather beds ef divers colours ? Hen quantam eſt quod - 
neſcinius Fand again, Maxima pars ecrum que ſcimums off minima 
corn que neſcimus: good Motto's for the greateit Schollars. Oh 
thereforeletthe great Schollar glory in this, that he krows me,ſaith 
the Lord, Feremn g. or inthis, that he kyows Feſrw Cbrift and bim 


«crucified 5 and that-he -is able ro comprehend, with all Saints, the 


height, and depth, and length and breadth af the love of God, andto 
4 thee of Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge? 

C/o. lsevery man at his beſt eſtate vanity ? then, reaſe from 
man whoſe breath is #n bis mſtrills, whoſe condition, when moſt 
flouriſhing, is but fading and vaniſhing, for wherein be 5s to be 
liens of ? Put not your tyuſt in Princes, or in any ſon of man, 
Pſal. 146. 3. * b, £5 6M | 

\,. Mencannot preſerve themſelves alive,or in honour,cannot make 


 theinſelves happy, or fecure-themſelves from outward miſery. 


Lean not too hard on theſe ſtaves, they will break under you - to 
truſt to theſe is to truſt to a broken reed, 'tis to lean on a ſpear 
Which witfFerce you , they are ſtaves of bands, and not of beau- 
ty: The tod of God is a ſtaff; but theſtaff of man is a rod oft times, 


' and wilt foon be turned intÞa Serpent, and bire y6u, Trult not 


the favour of Princes, or great men ; Conſider the height and 
_ downfal 


Cd 


p wm 


© atbiibeſt eſtes. = 


 downfal of Hamen, Scjemu; Cardinit Woolſey, and other Fi- - 
vourites, 'Fruſt not in the favous-of the. multitude'or commone- - 


. - 


ow the multitude will ory Zo ſann 


people; neither, verfuritioruerba; _ - 
they will prepare Gerlands, and be re if 


, wor? of men, 


Uje. 3. Is there vanity in whas thou art; and deeſt;. and: haſt 
{ conſidered without Chriſt ) ?theti.do-rot-16olize: thy felf for - 


any endowments, nor blefs.thy ſelf for aay:creature-enjoymAtts : 


* go notpridethy ſeHfefor parts .and gifts rTf thy heart be-lifred up - 


within-thee for theſe, thou haſt but aivain-minde, thou art be- 


. 


parts and abilities, ſurely Sdonion-much-niorec. : 


come afool in glorying, if any man mighthave ftood:upon-their- 


Be not two much-enamonred withthe perfeionsof thy body or - 
outwardman ;..thy. ſtrength; agility, health, beauty ; all ſhaft: 
fadeaway,. Wither like the.graſs5.and :perifh like the flover of - 


the graſs, when the blaſting Eaft-winde, -or-the-ſcorching Sun- 
'beams-comes upon it. The - Fer 


them. 


of the world,. andthe glory of them: ; and 'tis .gbferved, that he- 


did this in a moment, as it were.sz i&n oculi, in the-twinkling of ' 
an eye, fra gloria 'mundi. But we have need to-go-up often, . 
and to ftay. long. with God inthe mount, to ſee clearly all the - 
kingdomes of the: world and the vanity of them. The world is a: 
'worldof vanity; yes, there's. a-world' of vanity in-every man. . 
Behold I ſhew you a miſtery, the leſſer world war is mote. com-- 


preheniſive of vanity thek the greater. | 


' ſe. 4. Is the world a worldof vanity-unto-man ? arethe good: 
things ofthe world (as they are called Jgoqd for nothing,” as to- 
_ the making us happy? thenlet's not fall out, and make our ſelves. 


miſerable by diviſions, ſtrifes,and.contentions about them ; 'tisfor. 
x, | - Dy children 


and-andrn (FHicifige now - 
| rlands 'to-facrifice to you as a- 
God, and anogthey will frone yawas-a Malefator, or one of the - 


| "wilt come when. you ſhall fay, . 
. they are vanity; when you, ſhall fay. you. have. no. plcaſure in; 


Donot place happinefs ir whatthowhaft, .in great poſſefhons, . 
in Creature-comforts, andgenjoyments; there's a vanity in deli- - 
cious meats-and drinks, in fine apparel, inſumptuous buildings, . 
in a large train ofattendants; in the-mulritude-of friends and- ac-- 
quaintancez.do not place happineſsin:thefe. things, *for -you will 
never be abte tofinde it here; In vain do you look for Canear on- 
this fide Fordan, the Devil ſhewed our Savionr-all the kinddomesg: 


+9 


A ee EE | 
The Vanity of (man = 
children and fools to, wrangle, and, fall outfor.toys , - and. vahi« 
$88 Fall gptouk for ghar; which, is, not; It was, 7 aſus Lipſime his 
pitaph of his own making, which he commanded to be-writien 

'on-his Sepulcher. Cm tA | -/ hap 

65S | M1: eh1 ove vere wr termm toqut, 

” fdumana'cunttaſumu, umbra, vanitar, 
| Ft, werbout «bſol vam, nihil. 

..; Vſe. 5. Lav us aſl tnaks thay uf of this doQtrine, which the 
.Prgphec David doth in this, 1 P/al. v. 7. ſaying,. And now, Lurd, 
phat wait we for ? onr hape 15471 thee, Seeing Every man, is ſo vain, 
and ſceing.every thing. is ſo unprofitable,. why ſhould we ih vain 
Acek to be happy by'any :hing.ſhoxt of thee,? No, no, we do not 
that be for ever tar.{rpm-ts ſo to do., Qur hearts. were made by 
thee, aad they.atenever fully at. reli, till they, .come.unto thee. 
Thy favour and grace we prize above all earthly happineſs. Be 
$houvur God, bet vsbe thy. Sons.and daughters; and then we are 
- ſure, thou bait.begun 'alrcady,. and wilt perfealy, in- thy own 
time, ,redeczn vs trom this bondage of corruption and vanity, to | 
which we are.now ſubject. As we are chifdren of the firſt Adam,ſo 
we are indeed bond-men'to'vanity ; but our hope is inthe Tecond 
Adam, to be by. him celivered into the glorious libcety.of the ſons 
of God, Our preſent life is vanity, ,, but the gilt.of God is. eter- 
nal life, is immortallity. All this wolftd is.a world of vanity ; but 
we look forthe world to: come, wherein, dwells bleIſednefs and 
rue. felicity; Vanity groweth up out of tha-carth;,we expect our 
bappinefſe to.come from heaven. We account all things here be- 
low but' as dung and froſs and vanity in ;compariſon of Chriſt 
eng the grace and, glory. of Chriit, thoſe better things, thoſe 
4hingsabove, all temporal good things are but as ſhadows: ; but 
our ſubltance. is with thee, ſubſtan mea apud.te oft, ſo ſome 
-render the 7th verſe. ML war ROPERare but like the" ſpiders 
webs but our hope in God and Chrii our Savidur,.is an, Anchor 
firm and ſtedfalt, caſtſurely,withinthe; vey 1, ſo thatwe can ne- 
ver-fink. Our all, isnothing, :compared.to thee; Lord, thou art 
our all in all, W hom have our. ſouls' incheaven, but thee ?,and 
'whonyhave we on carth. that FR gan delice in compariſon of thee ? 
aruly our linegarefalles ne. pleaſant place, we haye agoodly in- 
Herirance-:-'I he Lot as IEPMTiOn, our eceeding great reward, 
we will aot be.ſatis d wathany thing, with all things , bgſides 


. 


thee ; 


> ew *' IF, Rn I”. IF 


@ 0 oo 


SY = 
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_. thelaſithing propoundedinthe beg 


2 > at bis bei# eſtate. 

thee; not with things: preſent, nor things to come z not with 
things inthe height or depth, viſible or inviſible, temporal or 
eternal z not withangels,: principalities or powers, or earth or 
heavenz weeſteer all az ſhadows, and vanities only this is our 
happineſſe, we are Chrilts, . and Chriſt is Gods, We will no lon- 
ger forſake our own mercies, thatis, thee, the God of our. mer« 
cies, to follow after lyik vanities geboll here is an anſwer to- 
| ning, wH, This is the way 
to be freed from vanity, and we wiltwalk in it. Jeſus Chriſt is 
our Captaine, whom if we follow through the trovbleſome fea 
of this world, as the Iſraelites did Mofes through the Red-ſca ;;. 
the Waters ſhall ſtand as a wall on the mu hand and on the left, 
and the proud waters ſhajl n8t overwhelm us, ſhall not go over 
our ſouls, Jeſus Chriſt is our Ark, into whom we will get by 
faith, and by him be ſaved, whilſt the whole world, that are out 

Chriſt, ſhall-periſh by this floud of vanity which comes upon 
all the earth, Thus will we make ſure of this one rbipg hecefary, 


| that our faith and hope ,, being in God, ſhall not be m vain; that 


we ſhall not liveand dye in vain, but that our Lorg Jeſus Chriſt 
may. be to us, both in life and death, gain and advantage ; that, 
when we ſhaHk. part with our corporal lwes ( which, in times of 
fickneſſe and war, we carſſ dayly in our hands, and are apt ta 
loſe; and which, in-twmmes of the greateſt peace and profperity, 
we cannotlong hold; for at the beſt, they are fleeting, and fading, 
and vanity Y we may be ſure to-lay faſt hold on eternal life ; ſa that 


- vanity may no- more have dominion-over us Amen. 
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| An Epitaph on Sir Roger Townſhend, who dy8d at 
Geneva 1n his travail towards Roxve, aged 19 
years and a half, inthe year 1648, 


Bi. Oe here lyes duſt and aſhe#Oar, 
&- More prec"ous then the golden ſhoar ; 
; One Fewel precious in this tomb, / | 
Far more then all th Sea of Rome, 
Geneva now a Saint mayuye © 
With Rome, -and with all Italy «ono 
| Loethere the Paintervaredioines \y AL -. 
In Colours, and their Saints ave ſhrigess”"! 392. 
But bere dith:ſleep areal Snins OY 
Here is no Sepu/chet inpannm anos, ts wht iQ 
Piemont eo Townſhend Piſgah mary (© 12 Bb. 
Nigh-which to Ganaan he\dvrb paſſege) ot 15 
And when: men elivagierb' bud beenar'Rome;?” | * : 
«To Heav'n the Traveller was come : | 
To England how ſbould he returh, 
: When all s _y and Seas do burn :. © 
Had he ſeen Rome, he knew't would farn 
Then make a Saint him rather marr : 
In peace had's Engliſh bome 'gain ſeen, 
H'had ſtill a Ward and Pilgrim been. 
Heav'n is a home which-reſt give can, 
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Sci, 4 


HE#: aye Geneva Lake ler weep OTE bh.) 
4 I Canſe gieath aGonre of Guard did keep; 
Eccho ye Alps for aye. alas) On 
"Canſe Trav llers bavefor death no'paſs:* 
'Our tears let recompente:the Lakg,'. 0. on i 

6. ever aftor fall: 8 05 FOES 
\ Let's thus requite «he bills, let's aff 1 


* — Heneefeethibem Townſhenids: Fyremide cal, 
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. OnOccalion of the Narrative ſent over by 
M.Diodati in which houſe he dyed. 


A Re ye prevented Poets ? what too late © 

| H:s life arll death toblazo'n? Diodate 

Has don't in Preſe, be that the Sacred Text 

Firſt Commented upon, bu life is next : 

And 'twas « ſacred ftory, ſhort it was; 

Wpon the Bible cal't a Paraplniaſe, 

A Paraphraſe Incarnate of the laſt 

eAwd beſt edition much correfted was't, | 
Reformed every way, Trapſlated ſo, _ 
He now ſpeaks ſeventy languages and moe; | 
MH Interprets Babel, Pentecoſt and all, 

 eAnd tranſlated to's Original.” 

Tn this ſmall work divinity is more 
"Then in the great Toſtatus half a ſcore. 

Tea, now one T ome of this ſhort volume man 

ntains more Warning then the Vatican, 

Set by Inſpired Anthors, thi reſt. s.le call : 
»Compar'd to this, one Ignoramus all - : 
Worms may devon? th'. book. cover, leaves may faae 
Though green and florid, or with gold ore laitl; 
Worms can't corrupt the text, and the Angel's blaſt . 
Shall blow 'way worms, and dyſt, and death at laſt. 


FA 
$ 


2$200000030000a222> 
ELEC ELEELEEEPECPLY 


- 


SEEAEEESA 
LEFEETEES 


22 
$Þ$ 


The%c cond Sermon. i 


Luke 16. 0.31. 


nd be ſaid, 249 father Abraham, Bet if one weet unto 


them from the dead they will repent. 


# 
| CE 


And he ſaid unto then, if they bearnot Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, neither will they be perſwaded, though one roſe 
From the dead. . Se OE | | 


pa HcRelation concerning Dives and Lazaru from the 19th 
= verſe tg the end of this Chapter, ſome will have to be an. 
. A Hiſtory, others a Parable; I concur with the latter: for 
what tongue could Dives have in hell, whoſe body was. 
in the grave ? And what finger could Lazarus have, whoſe foul 
only was now in Paradiſe or heaven? ; 6 Tap 

In parables what is ſet down as ſpoken, lignifies only what was 
fitto be ſaid ; if any-words were to be. made of ſuch .matters; 


- 


Parables( ſaith one.) are Vocal Hyerogltphicks, lively images of Dr, 79. 


uſeful truths fitted for inſtruCtion = Chriſt made feſcues of known 
earthly reſemblances, to point out to us ſpiritual and heavenly , 
DoQtrines. 


A. 


In this pltrable Dives imHell makes two requeſts10. a {brabam 
itn heaven. - | | 

Firſt, for himſelf, :hat he wuld ſend Lazarus to dipthe tip of bis 
finger in water, tocool b:s tongue : But he that would.not give a: 

crumb of bread, could not-vbfain a drop of water. I 
Being denied for himſelf, his'fecond requeſt is for hig brethren, 
viz. that eLbrabam, would ſend Lazaras to his. fathers. houſe, 
fo teſtifie unto his brethren, leſt they alſo ſhould come-unto. that place 
of torment : Byt he ſpeeds no better in this then in.the former - 

Abraham lets him know, 'tis ncedleſſe ; They have Moſes ood 

fa the 


- 


38 | | 
| the prophets, 4.6, the writi $ of Meſes and the prophets; let thew 

bear them} 'believeand es them: by them they may ſooner and: 
- Hetter be perſwadedts cepent,. thenif Lexar orany other Nike 
Hin (ſhould arife from the dead to grarnahem, and to teſtify to. 


them thadthey ſhould repent, = 


"to reade andyneditate on the holy Script 


The Fanity of Dive's bis defire: We 


Again , in Parables the end and ſcope of themis mainly ro be 
attended unto z now the ſcope and deſiggof this parable is to-xeach 
zich men pitty and compaſſion to the Pg 3nd to teach all meg 
l es, tohearand to abey 
them;; that ſo they may attain eternal life ; for the right way to 
efcape hell torments, and to be made partakers of Heavens hap- 
pyneſſe, isto follow ghe guidance and direGion of the Holy Scri- 
pcures *If it be asked, how came Abraham to know that the Jews 
had the writings of ,Fſoſes and the-prophets ?4 anſwer, he might 


be informed'ot this, by Mofer and theprophets,: when'they came 


to heaven : or. he mightknow it by revelation: probably, God 
would not hide from APWFabam, a mattcr of ſo'great concernment 
to his ſeed : howeveh, certain it is, the Jews had the Holy Scrip- 
tur®, which were able tomake them wiſe unto Salvation : and 
do had no need that: any fhould riſe from the dead to. teach 
them. -— | - 0 MM - 4 
Tis true indeed, men are apt to fancy, by other ways and 
means to get good, -and to do: good, and to pleaſe God ,-then 
what God hath preſcribed: men are apt to ſay. igatheir hearts, 
who ſhall aſcend intoheaven, to bring them the minde of God in 
Fuch and ſuch things? or wherewithall ſhall I come before God 
to make atonement for my fins ?. ſhall I give. the firſt born of my 
body for chefin of may ſoul 7 when Naemar the Syriancame to be 
cored of his-leproſy, 2 King 5. x1. he verily thought, that the 
prophet would have come out to him, and would have ſtroked 
bis hand over the place, and have called upon the game of his 
God, and when he ſaw he was diſappointed of his expeCation 
in theſe particulars he grew. very angry and would hardly be per- 
ſwaded by hls ſervants to go and waſh ſeaven times in Fordan, as 
the pxophethad fent untohimtodo; ſaying, are nor Abanah ani 
Pharpor , Rivers of Damaſcm, better then all the waters of Iſrael ? 
nay 1 nov waſh in them ana be olean ? the ſame Naemarn, aſter he 
was cured of his Teprofy, had a fancy, thatthe earth of the land 
of Canaar, was better'to build an Altar to God withall, then of 
any other land; and therefore, he begg'd of the Prophet TOs. 
: that 


KY 


x 


The Vanity of Dive's his de fier. 


that there might two Mules burden of earth be given him : £1 fup- 


2995, for the purpoſe aforeſaid, becauſe it immediately-fol- 
ows ) for thy ſervant will benceferth offer neither burnt-offerings 
wor ſacrifice unto any other gads, but untothe Lord,2 Kin.5. 19. The 
Jews, they imagined, that eA/eſſiab ſhould be a temporal Prince, 
and ſet up a temporal Kingdom, and therefore, becauſe our 
Saviour Chriſt, came not in ſuch outward pomp, ſtate, and glo- 
ry , they rejected him: hence it is I ſuppoſe allo, that the papiits 


| are not contented with Chriſts naked inltitutions but preſume to 


adde of their own inventions, to make them more gawdy, and 


' more cfhicatious : to Baptiſm with water, they. adde Cream , 


Oyle , ſpittle, exſuMflation. The Lords ſupper they have turn- 
ed from a Sacrament for the living, toa ſacrifice for the quick 
and dead : they will not preſume to go directly or immediate- 
ly to God the King of . Heaven, or, by the mediation only of 
his own ſon whom he hath made Maſter of requeſts there, but 
they muſt make uſe of the mediation of the Courtiers of Heaven, 
Saints and Angels : they fancy 'tis not good manners to do othcr- 
wiſe: they think Chriſt crucified, not ſuificiently repreſented, in 
the preaching of the word, . and adminiſtration of the Sacraments 


Exceptthey have alſo before their eyes. - crucifixes, Images, or _ 


pictures of him hanging 03 the Croſſe. The ldolaters of old offe- 
red tfeir ſons and davghters in ſacrifice, to appeaſe their offended 
Gods, And Gods own people, imitated the Idolaters of the nati- 
ons: which thing yet, God tells them, it never came into his 
heart ,. to require at their hands ;- thoſe Idolaters, the worſhip- 
pers of Baal, cut and lanced themſelves to procure more compal- 
fon and audience of their prayers- and amongſt the papiſts, ſome 
whip themſelves, to make thereby ſatisfaQtion for their fins, 


Hat.6.7.. Wereade of ſome that thought they ſhould be heard - 


for their mnch-ſpeaking : and ſuch are our papilts alſo who think 
to prevail, by ſuch a number of Ave- Maries , and Pater-noſters ; 
as if God regarded and anſwered prayers, according to their num- 
ber, rather then according to the faith and devotion, of tit ſouls 
that made them. And here Dives had a perſwaſion, that though 
his brethren were not converted by the ordinary means, eoſes 
and the Prophets, yet they would certainly repent, if ah. extraor- 
dinary meſſenger, one from the dead, ſhould be ſent to them, to 
warn'them, leſt they came into the ſame place of torment where 
he was. And truly atthe firſt view, this requeſt of Dzves, to ſend 
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Z&:2r# fromthe other world, fromthe boſome of Abraham to 
his brethren'the children of - Abraham arcordi x 


n 
2. 
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* poor miſerable and contemprtible- perſon whilſt he lived in this 


world ; when they ſhould fee him come from heaven, from one of 
the highelt places there, from ,Abrahexs boſoime, and probably, 


ina glor;ous menner, make. his appearance ;'this might teach 
them, and mindethern, that "is poſſible, that poor men may be 


happy in the other world ; and befides, when he ſhould teltthero, 
as he might be well able to do, how happy he wasthere, though 
he had been-never ſo poor here, and how:miſerable, Drves their 
brother was in hel, notwithſtanding: all bis'great riches in this 
world; this, one would think, ſhould be, an.effectual means, to 
wart, to perſwade, and to bring them to repentance: 1 fay when 
he ſhould tell them, that. pcor Lazarus was comforted, and rich 
Dives was tormented, how he was advanced to heaven, and their 
brother Dives thrown'down to hell ; when he ſhould tell them,the 
glorious viſions and fruitions of heaven, and that there' was no 
compariſon betwixt earth and heaven; betwixt the fading yiches 
of this world, and the durable riches of the other, *twixt ſenſible 
pleaſures, and heavenly joys; 'twixt the honour from men here, 
and the glory that is to be had from God hereafter ; 'twixt the 
company-of men though never ſo great, and.rich' here, and the 
ſociety of God and his holy Angels in heaven ;/And thatiDzves his 
palace was but adungeon, or dunghill, to the palace of the great 


king of heaven and earth; that riches either horded up, or Epi» - 


curean-like, Jaid out upon our ſelves, our back and our belly, 


-would not avail in the day of wrath; and would only be able to 


aggravate our miſery, and toencreaſe our torment there ; further, 
when he ſhould tell them, that money though it anſwers all things 


here, yet inthe other world it is of no uſe at all ; Saints and An- 


gels above, ſlight it, as nyuch as worldlings overvalue it below : 
behald, in the-other world Dives andall his riches, were weighed 
and ſound too light : that Dzves his greatneſs, Riches and Ho- 
nours and delicates were momentary, and all vaniſhed; and-that 
in place andreom thereof, how he is tormented. How' that'he' 
ſaw him in-hell torments, inſtead of delicious fare, and delight- 
ſul muſick, behold weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth - 


| Inſtead of purple and fine linnen, behold fire and Brimftone, and: | 
the ſmoak of the Bottomleſs pitt, compalſing him as a garment. . - 


And,on.the other ſide, for his own-part,; be had no cauſe at all ty 
repeat-him,: oof: ail bis poverty; 'hardihip,--and miſery he went 
through or underwent in this life, for that now* heaven makes- - 
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mends forall. That bis light affiitions, which were but for a mes 
Went, are now recompenſed with. afar more, exceeding and cter- 

»al weight of glory. And af after all this and a great deal more 
which be might ſay, heſhould tell themy thar if they did conti- 
' Rye bir kn+-emd dic in them, rhey ſhould have their portion in 
"hell, with theirbrother D-ves, yea, with the-Devil and his an» 
| gels for ever 3 butif they would how forſake their fins, if they 
would break of their {ins by repentance, and their iniquities by 
Thewing mercy tothe poor; if they would ceafe to do evil, and 
tears to do well; if they would be open hearted and open-handed 
totheir poor brethren 5. when they dyed, God would fend. his 
Angels, .to carry their ſouls4nto theboſome of «ALbraham, from 
whence he came out, ſent-by their father &1braþaw, and at the 
requeſt of their brother Doves, If-all this had been ſaid and done, 
one would be ready te think, that here had becn enough and. 
"mote. then enough, to-have perſwadedthe.worlt and molt hard. 
hearted inner to repentance z But ſo isit, that a great deal more 
effeQual means then all this , prove inſufficient to turn ſmncrs: 
From the errours of their ways. : 7 

z, The Jews had: Adofes and theprophets amonpſt them, -who 

Þeing dead, yet fpake untothem intheir writings. They received 
the-law by the diſpokitionof Angels; yea'God himſelf preached 
ento-them. in thunder and lightnings, and flames of fire at Sine; ; 
_ the Jews had morefignes, wondersand miractes wroughtamongft 
them, or for them, then the whote world ;beſides.'> they had 
:threexaiſcd-from the dead:under the Old Teſtament-diſpenſation $; 
'Qur:Saviour when he came he raiſed three from the dead, one 
newly dead Fairs his daughter: -one carried out to be buried 
-as the widdow of Naim ber ſon, and one that 'lay four days in the 
grave, v2. Lazer; and yer the Jews, the body of the mation, 
were ofttimes hard-hearted-and impenitent finners 4 even when 
"Chriſt came in'the-ficſh, and manifeſted forth his glory amongſt 
'thew-,/.inworking:moze miracles, then eofes andthe prophets 
that wentbefore-hims yet they would not repent, that thiy 15g ht 
'beliewe, that Feſus'was the Chriſt, the Meſſiah, and that believing 
«hey might have t;fe, through hu name : yea, they ſought 'to put 
Zaarmu todeath,, whom Chriſt raiſed from the-dead 5 and at 
hiſt put Chriſkhimſelf to:death-who brought him fromthe dead 
ſo ſax were theyfrom-being wrovghtupon , to-repent-once-ante 
PoE Sho 
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2, Yea, Chriſthimſelf afterward raiſed himfelf from the dead, - 


and confirmed his doctrine and his mifon, that he was Tent of 
God, that he came out-of the boſome of God the father, the God 
of Avraham, Tſanckand Faceb, that he came to preach repen- 
tance and forgiveneſle of ſins, and yet the grofle of the Jewiſh 
Nation would not be perſwaded to repent and believe on him < 
bebold one greater then Moſes, and all the prophets; and therefore 
one greatetthen Lazarus, and he too from the dead, his ſoul 
from paradiſe., and his body was riſed out of the grave: and he 
was oue who could tel them of the joys of heaven, and of the tor- 
. ments of hell-more; and better then ZLazarm.: he could tell then, 

that for to procure pardonto ſinners, ke himſelf had ſuffered the 
pain of ſence in the garden, when he ſaid, bis foul was exceeding 
{orrowful unto the death, and When he ſweat great drops of blood, 
trickling down to the ground ; and the pain.of lofs when he hung 
a the Croſfe, and cryed out, my God, my God why haſt chow fur ſa- 
"then me ? he could tell them that for their ſakes .he had endured 
the pains of hell, to the end, thatxepentance and remiſſion of ns 
ſhould be preached in his name, unto all nations, beginning ar 
'Fernſalem :. yet how ſew in compariſon, amongit the Jews be- 
licved on him. | Ei 5 

3. "Fis obſervable, what we 'reade of Herod, that he bezr{ 
*Zchn Baptiſt gladly, and did many things athis preiching though 
Fobz wrought no miracles: and when.he heard of the fame of 
Jeſus Chriit, and the mighty works done by kim, and-imagined 


that it was Fchx the. BaptiſEor ſome oId prophets riſea from the. 


dead, burfor all thar., did.not repent and amend. his life, that 


«ever was heard of, . _ | 7 
4. There are to be found many,tootoomany amongit-us, that 


call themſelves Chriſtians, and:profelle to believe in Chriſt cru- D, «18. 


cified,, dead and buried, deſcended intokell, that he aroſe from 
the dead the:third day,, aſcended into heaven, and from thence 
he ſhall come to,judge the quick-.and the dead,, and for all this 
arcimpenitent and unbelieving. | WA: 
5. Paſſe we to the Church of Rowe, and ſce whether-it be bet- 
ter there, they tell-us of the obambvulation of ſpirits,of the appart- 
tions.of dead men, whoſe ſouls have come out of the fire. of pur- 
'gatory, ia temporary.hell,; and yet how few .among(t them are 
{brought $0 truerepentance and amendment of life, _. ., 
<6. -Howvften do jen come from the' beds of dying men and 
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.defiie to be diflolved and-to be wath Chriſt ; or from the beds 2nd 


ai wordsof wicked mra, who wonld if: was poſſible, call time 


D. Lf. 


5$am, or dee woJfive,, thowgh it was bur the life of 's toad, r2- 
ther rim dye ond yet how feware rheceby wrought wpon ro/ re- 
pentance unte life *to repentance never to be repented of:? 

-»7- Come weto our felves, and as Reverend and Tearned Ay- 
thor ebſerves;. we, diverf=;of ns, "have been in our owr appre- 
henſion-at dearh#dvor, and have had. the profpect of the otbcr 


world beforc our eyes, asit were, and God hath faid ro vs ar 


fuch a time by. his providence, return; return,thou ſhalt not dye, 
and then our'good-purpofes'and reſolutions, of dying to our for- 
mer fins, die prefently, and we'mend into, andliveunto our old 
ns again - And how then ſhould another mans coming from the 
664d make us repent, 'when we our fetves have come, as it were 


fromthe dead, and have not repented ? 


Are theſe things fo ? let's learn then toattend to Moſes oud 
he Prophers, 4.e.. toths holy Scriptures;.andrhat they are. more 
likely and effeftuallmeans to bring finners to repentance, then if 
one came unto them from rhe'dead3and that now we are not to 
expect Meſſengers or preachers to be ſent unto us from the dead, 
nor any fignes, wonders, or Miracles to be wrought, t6 bring cr 


perſwade as to repent; or towarn vs to fly from the wrath to 


come.. Let none be found amongſt you thar asketh counſel of the 


dead, for all that do fuch things are an_ «bomination to the Lord, 


Deuter. 18 11. Tothe.law, aud to the teſtimony, if they ſpeak, not 
according to this Rult,” it'is becauſe there. is to light in them: men 
wut not [eek or ak counſel for the living of the dead, Iſa. 19.20, 


When King Sul in his diitrefſe,, went to the witch of Ender to | 


 *raife up. Sawxel from the dead , to'enquire of him'; the devil ap- 


peared to him in S«maels mantle, and. ſad was the ifſue of that 


7 enquiry: and ſhould we defire and have an apparition from the 


| Bead, how flivuld webe'afſured that it was not a cheat put upon 


us by the devil ? and that it was not the devil appeartd to us in 


' the likenefle of our friend, or of the party we had a minde to con- 


ſult withall * Angels, evet-evil Angels can aſſume bodies for a 
time, and move them, or elſe make to themſelves aerial bodies, 
and'move them'thiough nor inform them ,/as the foul the' body. 
We-reade,that Satan can transfortir himſelf into atr Angel ga 
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 JfTo , then ſurely into the likenefſe of a dead man, yea of a dead" 


ſaint. | | | 
Again, wemight probably be more affrighted' theh edified , by 


fuch an apparition 3 and when the fright was aver, we might - 


queſtion , whether there was any ſuch thing or no: whether it 


,was not a dream of our.own brain , ora cheat or trick put upon-. 
ns, by others, or whethes there was not fome miſt caſt before our . 


eyes , and ſome ſnggleor trick uſed to make” us think we ſaw. 


. what wedid notTee. - - 


Further, the holy Scriptures teach us, that God bath magnifed 
bis word above all bs :2me, above his creatures and the works of 
his creationz above his providences, ordinary and extraordinary z 


in plain englifh ,” above miracles, ſignes and. wonders : Here in 


this parable we are taught rather to attend to the holy Scriptures 
then to one that ſhould come to us from the dead. Inthe firſt Chap-- 
ter of the 2d Epilt. of Peter, 17, 18, 19. verſes, the holy Apoltle 
teaches us, To atrend unts the word of propheſy, as more fure , then 
a voice-from heaven,from the excellent glory, when our bleſſed 
Saviour ues , Upon the holy mount, and: had confe-- 
pcsfrom the dead, and with Ejab from heaven, 
concerning his ££od\G-or departure ovt of this world ; and truly 
this is the only intance, in all'the Scriptures, of the matter of 


the diſcourfe of any one that aroſe from the dead, our bleſſed Sa-- 


viour himſelf excepted-' if (od had ever intended that we ſhould. 
be tavghrby men'froi'the dead, ſurely we ſhould have had ſome 
direQtons,” or inftrations from thoſe whom the prophets, ovr 


Saviour, or the'holy' Apoſtles taifed' fromthe: dead, but behold: 


Altum Silentinum | not a word to this purpoſe. | 

And this deep fence in this matter, ſpeaks aloud tous, not to 
make enquiry of the dead, either what weare to doin this, or to 
expect inthe other world, *1 ſhall adde one teſtimony more in this. 


- matter, «ndThitis of St Pant, Galarh: t.8,'9.'where he ſaith, that: 


if we-or iy Angel from heaven preach any other-Goſpel unto you, then: 


: wy IS ee SH et Ee Wb 
CON Ls 1%, 0,» 0090- Yeahs | pre 
” , 


. 797» rage A 


En te - 
ESL ng gente pea RE: 2; > 7 pk + to Ms TELL AIP nn. 
os . 32 p ” 7 Sonarde we by 
<a ET 7 ae - ene rence . 


Ent a3arwr Ni 
_— RENE 


Ee. 
_—R ET 


CICLs, AT pe» 4 
Ma x v Gl 
Y - 


The Panityof Dive's his deſive. 
ard to the reaſon of other men, and ſay, Whether it be mo rcrex. 
ſonable to believe God or man judge ye ? God, The living God, | 
ſpeaking to us in his holy word by e.7/oſes and the. prophets, or 
toaman, ſuppoſe it was Lazarw from-the dead ? Before God 
_gave his peoplecthis minde and will in writing , he taught them by 
dreams and vifions of the night, by the . miniſtry. of Angels, by 
ſignes and wonders., but. now. he hath revealed his. whole: counſe}, 
neceflary to our ſalvation and commuted ito writing 3 now that 
he Hath ſealed up the Canon of the Old Teſtament. by Ezza, and 
of the New by St Febr's Revelation; and now that he hath ratifyed 
the truth of both, by his broad ſeal of miracles, let not the Church. 
nor any particularperſon look after one-from. the dead, or for. 
ſrpnes ,. wonders and'miracles.:His holy, word-teacheth us, that 
now God commendeth.cveryman, every.'uhere to repent, becauſe 
he hath appointed a day to-ptdge the world in right eouſnefie by Feſus 

_ Chriſt, 'whem-he bath ordained ;, whereof he hath” given ſufficient 
-* proof, orevidencetoall men, in that he rated bim from the dead, 
As, 17, 30,.31.1 confeſle.it hath been the guiſe and taſhion of the 
world to look after, and long tyr Miracles.,.Sbew 445 4 ſigne, and 
what ſigns ſheweſ# thou ?. ſaid the Jews:to Chrilt ;: notwirbitanding 
all the wonders and miracles that he had wrought amongſt. them, 
yea, the devil himſelf, tempted our bleſſed -Saviour in the wil- 
Cerneſſe to ſhew a ſigne, -to work a miracle, if thou be the Son of 
Ged commard that theſe ftanes be made bread; - But .our Lord and 
Saviour. Would norg atifie the devils curioſity, nor work. a won- 
derat his beck or ph 3. he would .not.caft ſuch.a. pearl beſore 
fucha ſwinc ; belides.,. had our Saviour.wrought that miracle in 
that place, and at that-time, the devil might have denyed-'it ; or 
if not, our Savioursencmics poſlibly might have been tempted by 
the devil to blaſpheme, .as ſome times they'did afterwards, and to 
Fay, he had done it by the og the fevil, -- i: 

'* Weare apt to think ;\that..if one came from the dead, or that 
- we ſaw ſignesand wonders,then we ſhould beljeve,then we ſhoula 
repent ; but alas alas how often hath God. ſhewed ſignes,. and 
wrought wonders for nations and perſons, and yet they have re- 
mained.impenitent.and diſobedient... -+. WE 
Pharaoh, and'the Egyptians had. n 


LF dd $ 


Dj zol | as had. many ſignes and wonders 
wrought before their eyes; and. yet their, fooliſh hearts. were har- 


” 


dened ; yea, ſuch madneſſe wasin their. hearts, that they purfu- 
£d 7ſrael into the Red-ſea, and were drowned in the ſea. Om, If- 
: raelites 
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raelites for whoſe ſake Go wrought ſuch wonders'in Egypt. and 


in the:Ked-ſezz:and:-whom-God:led and fed! by:a: Miracie-in-the 


Wildcrnefleiwith Angels food, bread :from-heaven:;,, and with 


water out of. the rock fourty years, yet they: murmured, and 
rempted God, and many a time xebelled they againſt his word ; 
fo that fix hundred thouſand of them; their carcaſes fell in the wil- 

. derneſſe,. andahey. coutd.notenter into-the Land:.of Canaany:.be- 
cauſe of unbel:ef :..Well; come, we to. their children':whom. God 
' Miraculoufly: preferved ; brought into and ſettled ir the-good 
land of Canaan; and we ſhall finde , that they. or. their children, 
ſoon forget God:their Saviour; whereas God, the Lord of hoſts, 
.did ſeveral times fight for, 1ſrae/ with his hoſts; his Angels ; his 
ſtars , his clouds, againſt theix enemies: 3 yet ever and: anon we 
. fnde-them even fighting againſt:God /: ; wheu our Saviour Chriſt 
.came into the:world,, — and. of- 
fice, of Mediatour, . he manifeſted forth his glory many ways, in 
- ſundry miracles wrought by him, in the ſight of the Jews , and 
were they kindly and Tavingly wrought upon ? were they. war- 
:ned? were'ithey:perfwaded.2 did they, the bady ofithem, allre- 


_ - pent®. doe: not-ratherifiride; that when:; our Saviour: raiſed 


Lazar from theideadz;.and by reaſon thereof, rmany; believed 
- on him, that therefore their chief prieſts an Rulers, the phariſees, 
ſought to kill|Chrift., and Lazarw both ? yea; when they had 
- crucified the Lord of glory, and he aroſe from the dead, - the third 
day, the greateſt Miracle;thatever the ſun ſaw, did:they thete- 
. upon believe and repent f'nojno, they feek to hide this miracle, 
- and they give money tothe ſouldiers to:ſay,. his.diſciples came, by 
. night and ſtole him/away.: Of old, Balaam was ſtopped by an 
| Angel from heaven; and God opened the mouth of his Aſs, ſo that 
- heſpake with:mans voyce, and reproved the madneſſe of the: 
pliet, yet Ba/aam was not converted: King: Ferabyams hand: was 
. withered; andireſtored;: by a miracle, and yet he .continned- his 
falſe worſhip at: Den and Zerhel, : and-would not ſuffer the: peo+ 
- pleto worſhipat Fernſalem; King Abab ſaw that great wonder, 
. fire came from heaven to. conſume (the ſacrifice , at the prayers of 
Elijeb; andyetfor ought we know, :was never favingly wrought 
upon :: Yea; thatwhich.is awonteer tothinkof it,./good men who 


- have:ſeen wonders and miracles;; have not been: ſs) good! as; they 


 ſhouldbez-but after thoſe-chings have-for ai time turned:;afule, 


like a broket-bow., Good King Hetekzab, :that was:cured:ofithe 


plague, 
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6 4 Pooirerary of the Eeoybes after he had received the 
Jearh\in himſelf , cart'was lifred>up,* and he 

Sie rorreader untothe | ſwerable ro whatihe had received.. 
! Jonah the prophet was miraculouſly preſerved i inthe belly of the 
- whake,  threedaysand three niphts, and yet afterwrrds was 1o- 
E main nan a&to tell God toihis face, thatbe d5d well to 
evix antodedth. 'Gowe higher, Nowb was faved by Mi- 
cindy Ark - without ſs yls, Rudder Afgchorslor Pilot, when 
thevorid:whs drowned ; wp wk Clonten foptiaſin, with 
 Urankennefſe.: Ly was ſaved Mneculboty: from fire, when So- 

Howard Ganiorrab andthe other Citics were burnct, and yet it 

«vas got. bong, before hebecame'guilty.of drunkennelle and _in- 
- veſt] Bydbeteintenpamanional anc perſonal; wemdy:conctude,. 
:#had ſqgnes-wbnders:and miracles) ave not always; fuch vertain, 
- powerful, and effeQual-means;-to'bring finnerstorepentance,:or 
20 aake badunrnyood; orgood mem vercr, 28MIN Are apt to 


| urbar ſhall we fay 'rhen to. that. of ur Suviour, Marth. 
-27./ 21:25: rorkee Cornrin,/we ai00 wbet Bethfaida, for sf rhe 
Fay hater dame Howe 5 Hud rar rorier}s pgs Li. 


Lan Pram eprom ago in 7, facksloth and. 
we hen lFbaveallthe LS obeſald your ns mot 
| mariximis butzle xr mar. thatis toſay,,)itis reaſonable 
- within, kat thofe miracles would have been fufficient, to pro- 
-aIgee \\uth effects. , oven; FEPOntaACe. 5) :antl! that: in-facketoth 
-uadaſhes.,' ax Fonake did aniong the Ninevinds > again, 
| (nag he ny >aicarioue to bring 
_- ganti $30repentagce,, yet the Fews were ſo-perverſe, ob- 
inate, emi tebclibous, they bad won mop the- Prophets, 2nd 
herein Colcienranoriers'ty repentance, ( namely Gatls com- 
s:, his pronfjſes, 4ndthreatnings; even-heautnand hellfet 
Sea 

W wrought uy 1,1: would. 

yo enabripreacher fromthe dead : 


plat conanctieprti- 
Sree rp == not, =: 
4 


[#1 
ſe 
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that ate.in crrour, and for.cxhartation, | 


. then by thoſe', as the wife men by a Star , we may be direted 


thy God will raiſe up uxta thee a prophet fromthe midſt of thee, of hy 
well 


| for the prophets, / they foretold him, as the Brave 


and notto leave Afoſes and the Prophets:, pretending-/to follow 


The Vanityof Dives bis defive; guy 
far axe they from reaſonably expeQiing of mivacles., to turn and 
convert them: If Moſes and the praphets: he nqt of credit with 
Dives his brethren, being Jews, to-perſwade them to. amend 
and repent, : neither could one, andthatone Lazar, if he went 
-pndo them from the dead... lO oh LG neg 
. The Uſes or jaferences from the premifes may be either for die 
xeGionor information of our febves, or for confuration' of others, 


3p 


- - 


. -3ſt.-Uſe, Hence we may be informed, thatif wermvſh-atiend I, Uſte 
to Afeſes and tbe prophets, . and that thaſe believed and obeyed; | 
are means fuſficient to bring us torepentance and ſalvation:, that 


Ep; FUE oe wh I a. Sa <a 
_— b A &7 vw " on 
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vato Chriſt : our bleſſed Saviour teftified as much, Fobn.5.46.47: 
Hadye believed Moſes, F weald have believed me, for he wrate of 
ave.; bat if ye believe nat his. writings, bew ſuall goletions my words ? 
Moſes wrote of Chrift,; Gez. 3. 15.. Namely, that: rhe! ſeed .of the 
omar ſhould break tbe ferpents bead; and Deng, 18. 15.18: theiLord 
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brethren like unte me, unto him. ye hearken: This was fo 
known, that Philip finding Natbenael, faith untohimzas we reade, | 
Fobn, 1. 45. We bave found bim, of whom Moſes: in: the: aw; and Th! 
the Prophets did wrue, Feſns of NaTarab, the: ſon 4 Fofapl : As :.-> . Wi 
of the Loyd; , ” x 1% F 
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Iſa. 4. 2.as the prince of peace ;, ſo Iſaiah, chap. 9.6.43 the deſire 
4 all nations, Haggas Chap.2.7, bo Meſſiab the prince, ſo.Dani- 
cl, Chap. 9. 25. as che ſun of righteouſneſie with bealing in bis wings, 
fo Malicbi Chap. 4. ver. the 2d : 'the two Teſtaments are joynt 
witnefles of one. und the ſame great truth z namely; that. ne 
isthe Chriſt; the eFeſſiah, the Saviour that was to come intperh 
world. EY 45 £20117 0:28 2lis: [ 
.*2:Uſe, hence we may learn to make the written word of God, > 47/c, TREE 
( as David did)) « light unto our feet, and a: lanthbornto'our'paths 3 Of Inform, 8 


1 


the light within us, as ſome do; the light within ugziour own r£a- itt 
fon; that's a dim and imperfect light, without revelations by f 
thislight, we ſhould never have diſcovered: the myſteries of 'the 
holy Trinity, the Myſtery. of the two natures in Qhriſt,: nor, our 
ſalvation by Faith in him : by this we could not: have diſcovered 
all fins, nor have known all neceſſary truths; norhave beenicon- 
vinced of all duties: yea; it _ come'to ——— 
- | ES. ON 


as, S432 y Fa 13S 3 Swe As ag bt My 
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a | TRrITOp of: Nives hc deſire; 
Scriptures: z5 and the Prophets;3and the:writings of the 
be Ereoncliitg os ering tofollow the dictates of Lo 'OWN 
trrwneovs conſcierices',:wemightbe led as thoſe-are, ?they ſay; 
thatfollaw gs yrs gut of.our righoway into .boggs: and 
. precipices; Thus,? as Jo that ſhall kill you., (faith our [Saviour ) 
ſhall think'chey do Gi rvice: And the holy Apoſtle Paul 
tells:us ; [wer ines that T onghbt to do' many things contrary 
 , rothenameof nh of NaCereth, which things I alſo did in Jeruſa- 
NT 1 lemyi 4ftnz6ojiv: Tis irue,;thatwe are'to followithe. gyi- 
of duxconſciences;,-butour:coaſciences are to beinlightned - 
and guided:by the dirtQions of God in his word-: Our conſcien- 
ecsare-but Gods deputyes:and Licutenants., and whether it-be fit 
fue the ſervant or pny Oe then t0 obey. the "will of 
me or ſoveraign Lord, j 
vio . hence' Srodtey lefrn.to ſtudy, gore follow the diredions 
oly Scriptures of the old and New: Teſtament, rather-then 
havacargs impulſes, :providerices, viſions and Revelations for 
wet ;.cochelaw ro the teſtimony; 'by this our opinions, and: 
FIRED perſons ſhall bezuſtified, and by this word they 
21byatity and earth ſhall paſſe away (. ſaith. our 
Sawiour: ee ants — D _— ve. PR 
- of. eg. yo oeJearn notto be ſequced or rot to awn awa 
3. V/e. of Ne ne founded A; ode the doctrine Y 


amorgloben, Now? 

Wn a Our [Sayjour - 0 nf ach, 24a 24. whartnes 
wy eriſt doing ſuch grear wonders in imitation. of: hiinfelf ,- 2bar 
ftw 3s 2ufemerepeſithe ; -abe' viryelelt:. Arid: St2 Paub. 

rel usin his 2d Epiitle to the Theſſalonians the 2d Chap. verſethe. 

'< SO theſon of perdition;ſliould ariſe,ſhould appear with all pwer, 
7. Sgntes 0 and-lying: wanders: :So.that Antichriſt. does (pretend to. no-, 
© thingbutwhagovpr Saviour:Chriſt and his Apoglc foretald;- 

-£ 24 [Tho poot acles of theiChurth of Reme aro. wrotght 
mitfidrocoofirin a DoGrine contrary to Hoſes and the pro- 
tt thatisrothe tay Scriptures, and theyibeing already ratifi- 
any and great Miracles, true: Miracles, 'tis certain, that 
theſe pretended opt poco p07 Ns alye-,.are deluſions 
andimpoſtures;-:-; --..: 
on i3s: The Andieg fathers and ſome. ;of the; moſt learned: men.of 
\£ 97 ne . 


n 
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, The Vanity of Dives bis deſire, 
the Church of Rome of latter times, deny the continuance of the 
power of Miracles in the Churchafter that the Chriſtian. Religion 
had been ſo generally received, believed and 'embraced in the 
world: for this the Reverend Dr Srilling fleet in a late piece againlt 
the Papiſts, quoted St. Chryſoſtome, St, duſtin, Toftatns upon Le 
viticns, chap.9g.9.14. Stella upon Luke, Chap. 11 v.29, and Eraſmus 
upon the firlt Epiſtle to the Corinthians the 13, Chap. and 13 verſe. 
4- If the power of Miracles ſhould be continued in the Church, 
molt probably it would beexerted for the converſion of .infidels , , 
and conſequently the giftof languages ſhould be given to them, 
now a days who are ſent to preach to the 1nd5ans,or other beathenss 
but we have no ſufficient or credible witneſſe, or teſtimony, that 
thoſe preachers of late times, or for many yearshave had: or ever 
have been endued with the gift of languages. . © * | 
Again, doth-Abraham in heaven dire, toa Hoſes and the pros ,, Uſe of © 
phets as above-ſaid,. then this. may ſerve to confyte.the Doctrine bnfutar 
and practice of the Gharchof Rome, their DoQtrine in:exalting the Coufur.r. of 
teſtimony of the preſent Church above the Authority of. the holy the dodrin of. 
Scriptures, the zodge and touch-ftone of the Church. .Our Savi- thePapikt., 
"our ſaid to the Jews ; you bave one that accuſeth you ,, even Moſes 
in whom ye truſt, Fohn. 5. 45. 'tis obſervable, that. Abrabam takes 
no notice of any infallible judge or interpreter of Hoſes and the - 
Prophets : [In thisthe Papiſts, .out-wit the ſcribes and Phariſees, 
when they diſputed with Chrift, yea, rhey out-do and go beyond - 
the devil himſelf z-that old-ſubtil-ſerpent, when he tempted our.- 
Saviour : for when our Saviour quoted Scripture, neither the 
phariſees, nor the devil, ever thought of replying : I, but, who . 
muſt igterpret the Scripture ? who mult. be judge-? it belongs. 
notto thee toreade them, much leſſe to interpret Scripture; this . 
belongsto the Jewiſh Church; whois the only ſupream judge of - 
Scriptures and of controverlies. 3; lanes 
Again, henee. we may ſee, that the Papiſts erre in withholding 
the Scriptures from the Laity - what an unreaſonable and unrigh- 
teous thing is ity that Gods children muſt not be: permitted to 
reade their fathers will, without the licence of man firſt had*and 
obtained for their-ſo doing * Abraham ſaith, they bave-Moſes 
and the-Prophet's let them bear them. G5: V5 ian 
.3: Hence then we may be exhorted greatly to prize -and- value 
the Scriptures , the Bible, as the book of books, as a.cabinet of 
moſt tick and preciousJjewels, as a fountain of water. of life,-as 
| a 
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the Papilts. 
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Exhortat. 
Exhort.1.,. 
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Confyt.2. Of © | 


es 


Exbax.2. 


whey pillars tead usthrough this wildernelſe toCorear. . 


.did Devid eſtecar the boly.Scriptures .? how doth he. megni 
chem? and yet ie had but a third part of what we-have now < and 
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let us blefſe and praiſe God for his word ;, how-high 


if Afofes applauded the Jews bappineſle, when he had finiſhed 
his Pextarecch, if he acconnted the laws as th& inheritance of the 
conpregation. of Z/reel ;and as 'tis.in'the: Pfalobe lhiath ner deule ſo 
With exy Nation, neither bath theinathen the know hedge of his law ; 
how ſhopld we prize,. and. praiſe and bleſſe Gad for the law: and 
Gofpet, the whole Canon of the Old and New Teitament- + and 
tet's know this, thatour beſt way of praifing God for the Scrip- 
tutes, will be to reade, ftudy, meditate on them, but above all 
toconformour hearts, lips, lives, to the rules and precepts con- 
tained in them; donbriefte obedience tothe law is the beſt way ts 


. hofiour both the law-giver, and the law. 


wards a concluſion; From the text and context, the 
parablc of Diver and, Learns , we may icarn many. ufeful and 
profitable-lefſons ſuch as theſe. IE wha 
x. That rich meſs ruſt give an account how they haye laid out 
theit tiches :. rich men-arc tewards, and it is requiſite in ſtewards, 
that they be found faithful; they muſt not Tay out their Lords. mo- 


. Todraw'to 


ney upon themſelves, their own backs, and bellyes'; and let 


the-poor, fuchas Zdwrry, their fellow-creatures , and fellow- 
fervants, and their own brethren to ſtarye_ at their gates, mans: 
paaperistbeſaurus Chriſte. And rich men muſt caſt into Chriſtstres- 
fury of their abundance ET PEG Fe - S416 

2. That rich men muſt be careful, not only not to burtthe poor, 
but torelieve them : they muſt not..be Dives's,, to. do good to 
themſelves only, but like: the ' good; Samaritan , do good unto 
them that are in neceſſity and.in extremities. Dives is blamed 
.and condemned , not for taking away from the poor , by oppreſ- 


«+ 


- Hon or injuſticez but for not communicating to poer  Laxarus in 


his neceſiity , in his extremity, _ IC 

3- That men inay fin in the miſuſe of lawful things, of outward 
comforts afd enjoyments ; purple, fine lynanen, delicate fare, 
—_— -wereall lawfultobe uſed, but:Dives td not uſe, them 
lawfully, [= licitis perimus omnes: we muſt pot uſe our lawful en- 
zjoyments, wunſeaſonably nor exceſively, nor make every day a 
Fealt-day. Wemuſt not forget the affliions of Foſoph in the pri- 


1 * 


4+ That 
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The  Fanoyof D Divestis þ 6*vagy 
"a may-have evil things in thisslife, and'evil- 
Dive: had his good' things here, . and Lazarus 
roy rk $2 A know this55 aibard ſaying, who can:bear it ? This 
igir that! hath troubled heathen philoſophers ; Jewiſh. Rabbies, 
znd-the Doors of the Chrifiian Chuxch, yea, that it was walis 
bene and bonis male, hath been a trouble to ſome of the beſt men in 
the Scriptures , tO-Fob to Feremy, to David, to Habaklgk, ; - but 
tef's not judge of Gods works till he hath finiſhed them; wait but 
4 while-and thou ſhalt fee a Doves in hell, and a LaTarus i 1n- Abra- 


'hanjs boſome, and then God will be cleared and juſtified --and-all 


the world will become filent before God. 

- x. Thatſome men arc more kinde to their dogsthen to the 
poorg omg th there (Ar take = "ne bread, and pive it 

F t to give portion'to the children ;. 
to Ochoa: d commend the Example of Amidess Duke of $a 
, foetimes choſen Pope, but too good a man for fo bad an. 
; who ſhewed a hall full of poor people fed by him daily, 

wheatt wasexpected,he ſhould have ſhewed his hounc laid, 
theſe xrethe hounds, herewith I huat, after the Kingdom of 


Heaven. - 
6. That La$rus received.more kindnefſe from Diverhis dags, . 


chew from! himſelf c Huwaniores{ ſaith-one )fwnerune cancs bominie - 


bus: The dogs weremore hoſpitable then. the maſter .or his ſer- 


ants: and a reel faith one ) (425 oft batraxe, ponnyvens. wmerdere,. 


ere Hoſpites, *tis-the property of dogs ito bark, at, to bite 
a tg Wm to drivertemaway; ---notto fawn on gvelisthar are 


frrangers. A 
7. Thatlike maſter; like ſervants z3--n0 man-gave unto bim : :the 


| maſter would not give him a'bit from his-table, and the ſervants 


would none of them give him a crumb that fell from the table, 
8: That even Dives in.hell ſeems .to have moee-Charity-and 


'Rindneſs to his brethren, c efpecialiy toheir ſouls, 'thenmany men: 


[oncarth andin the boſome of the -Church z-he would have uſed 
means to ſave his brethrens ſouls, and Ss many, do what ithey- 


«e201; ina manner. to. damntheir own- and their: brerhrens fouls:. 


alſa. RE SS. 4 
"112g, ©' ht This-there” are wands and/phniſhmnens: Fees ray life ; 


A ea F Ate Eare of happineſs or miſery, for rich and: poor z : 


- there's M1 eFbrabame boſome for ſore, and hell-torments for o- 
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_ thirs3 thoſe thathove done-goodand ſaffercievilthings eee, act 


us 


2 The V anityof Dives bis defire. "if 


« S * 
\ 


be comforted; 'and thoſe who have done evilthings; and .efijoyed 


good things here, they ſhall-be tormented, i >. 

- 10. That ſome of the Children of. .Fbrehaw finde-no place in 
the boſome of Abraham :-Dives cal'd Abrabam father, and. Abra: 
bam cal'd Divesſon, but. yet Dives had his place and portion in 
hell. Hob | wo ITE 

- 11; Thatrich men.muſt expect mercy.in.the other world accor- 
ding as they have ſhewed mercy to the poor. in this : be that giveth 
co 4 poor lendeth untothe Lird, and the Lord will repay -bum bis 
own again with uſary : Giving to the poor is but ſowing of ſeed,and 
in duetime they chat ſow plentiflly ſhall reap plemifully, ſhall 1 ſay, 
thirty or-fixty, yea, .I dare ſay an hundred-fold, even inthe world 
to come life everlaſting, | Zi mii all, 

: 12. That the way toefcape hell, and attain heaven, is to hear- 


: ken.to, to obey the holy Scriptures: theſe are they that ſhew unto 


us the way of ſalvation, the only way of peace and reconciliation 
with God, and remiſkon of ſins, namely, repentance towards 
' God, and faith in:our-Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Theſe, theſe are they 
thatare as 4voice behinde ru, or within us, ſaying, this is-1he way 
walk in it, when that which is holy, juſt and good, is propoſed. 10 | 
vs : But when we are tempted untoevil, theſe are unto: us ;as the | 
Angel to St. Fobr, ſaying, ſee thou do it not ; Let us not in the leaft 
ueſtion the divine authority of the holy Scriptures, either of the 
Id or New:teſtament.; both are confirmed by the exerting of (u- 
rnatural power--1nmiracles,- and of ſupernatural wiſdom..and 
Cauxwledge in fulfilling of propheſies - and:foraſmuch. as Abrahaw 


in teaven ſends us t6 Moſes andthe Prophets, and even Chriſt him- 
; ſelf a greater then Abrabam appeals to Sctipture, proves by Scri- 


pture,.(thoogh he received: the ſpirit without meaſure, ) and re- 
ſolyesas itwerchis own authority into the divine authority: of the 
QidiTeſtements:': $+ 37 02 2nnht? afoot not ng wag © 

_ .'#g:::And again; that-ifoneaf the Teſtaments be true, neither of 
:them-can bezFalſe; let's know- and. believe all that *is written 
in *the Law of doſes , and:in the Prophers , and in the Pſalms, 


: pr rae andall that-is written in the Goſpel inthe As, 


in the Eps/ies and the. Revelation concerning Chriſt, and Chriſti - 


* ans' , '6ur Saviour; or:6ijr ſe}ve9; ang let's not oply hear, the Scri- 


 ptures:hut :do:them,;; fo that wemaybe bleſſed 11,che. deed, And 
when: we-hear any few or trange doctrines, . let's be. noble, like 


the Bergen, andſearchtheScrigturesto.ſce,, whether thin gs beſo 
| 5 


fail fo long 


yer | &-POUr 17 OU | 
one. periny did out upot-Gods poor, vpon Chriſts, brethren, will 


edouti mote t&'bur account at the great day, then pany how | 


now commemorate, was of more avail and advantage to her then 
thethouſands ſhe laid up in-her treaſury-;thereforewhilitwe have 
opportunity, /et ms do good unto all men, eſpecially to them who are 
of the houſhold of Faith, to the bretheren of Chriſt : and whatſocver 
good we finde in our hearts to do , let's do it with all our might, for 
there is no wiſedome. tor counſel inthe grave, -wbither we are goivg. 
'Eersbs8 of Gad, thit wemay fiochave ourgood thin "gy inal 
'life;” aridvurevifinche othet , rftat we may riot be like Dives, 
thenumber of thoſt worldlings,who haverheit Portion in this life, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Or as thoſe fools-who Tay up for thei. 
 Wfilves treaſures on earth and are not rich towards God, 

of And let's manifeſt that our treaſures are in heaven, becauſe there. 


cn Ware -_ —_ alſo ; let's ſet our 66 oY — _ oo 
NS) Foxthings on the earth, conſidering God he: e the earth to ſet 
#51 Pourfeet upon , notto fer our my : let us not be like blinde 
ut - (Moles, ever rooting, digging in the Earth, living here, as in our 
cri- Fproper Element : for 6. a few years , perhaps weeks or days 
\nd rregone and death comes, © e be opened, as the Na- 
like Buraliſts fay; the eyes ofthe Moſs e when they come to die ; 
hs nd then we ſhall ſce clearly , that we have laþoured in vain; # 

G Varn 
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+ _ "The Vaniy of Dives bit deſire. 
vai hovgre riſen eatly , gone 10 bealate,; eaten the. bread; of care, 
fulnefle, for Riches KM? ſer-like hoarded up, or -Epicure-like laid 
gut upon our ſelves, profit not in theay of TEE” noel ns 

- Foconclude all, let's not ſuffer any-poor. LaYarw to ſtarve at 
our gates, for want of crumbs z and Jet none of us, that are mi. 
nilters, ſuffer any poor ſoul for whom Chriſt dicd-, to' Rarve : 
the gates ofthe Temple for want of our breaking to them the bread 
of hiſt: Weare all by our profeſſion children of eFhraheaw.: now 

then fetus dothe work of e Abraham: let's. Fei. the ſteps 0 
* eAbrabam, let's be rich in faith, full of felf-de I -full of good 
works, chariry, Hoſpitality ; tet's go out, and-invite ſtranger 
on occation,; as he did, and then he will not be aſhamed to. be cal 
ledour father, nor unwilling to take our ſoul into; his boſome. 
Ye, ters imitze Lara, Jr's make God, our help, oor tn 
'Tohe did ; and ſo his namne as thename Eleazer ) imports... An 
 ter's patiently bear all the evils that God lays on. us Fivaſeir, 0 
ſuffers man tolay on us inthis. world : and then when we die, 
will ſend his Angels to do ___— for us, which they did fo 
Kaxarnr, evenio carry.our Tbuls into eLbrehams boſome,.. _ 
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